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RETURN TO MANILA 











ye 


Manila Bay is a graveyard of Japanese ships, some of them 
resting on the bottom, as U. S. Navy carrier-based aircraft 
relentlessly pound the area during the assaults of Nov. 12 
and 13. The Navy aircraft was engaged in neutralizing Manila 
as a major enemy base, while plans went ahead for the 


invasion of Mindoro Island, 





























(Photo through PWB) 





Yanks Ma 


On Mindoro, Leyte 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 — The southwestern corner of Min- 


doro Island, just below Manila, 


today, as General Douglas MacArthur’s stepped-up Philippine 
campaign swept to new gains both on Mindoro and Leyte. 

__ The Yanks were still advancing on Mindoro without meeting 
stiff opposition. They seized high ground six miles beyond San 


ke Gains 


was firmly in American hands 





8th Army Patrols 
Cross Senio River 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 18 — The 
first of the four major river barriers 
barring the eastward approaches to 
Bologna—the Serlio—was crossed 
during the day by 8th Army patrols, 


As the entire 8th Army Lamone 
River line started to pivot north of 
newly-won Faenza, other United 
Kingdom troops moved up along 
the left side of Highway 9 and 
reached the Senio on a four-mile 
front, about 25 miles southeast of 
Bologna. 

Although patrols contacted the 
enemy on the opposite bank, there 
Was no major attempt to establish 
a bridgehead. 

During the day, New Zealand 
troops continued to mop up isOlated 
pockets of German resistance in 
the northern section of Faenza, 
while sappers speedily cleared ob- 
Structions and booby traps from 
the city, despite enemy shelling and 
machine gun fire from the north. 

Pushing on north of Faenza,-the 
Kiwis crossed the Lamone River at 
several points, contacted the enemy 
and withdrew. Northeast of Faenza, 
advanced spearheads ran into en- 
emy rearguards on the east bank 
of the Senio River, where the Ger- 
mans were covering a demolished 
bridge over the river at Highway 9. 

Northeast of Faenza, Canadian 
Patrols crossed the Fosso Munio 
Canal from their recently-secured 


(Continued on page 2) 


+Jose, which they took yesterday, 





and were generally 11 miles in- 
land. 

The high ground gave MacAr- 
thur’s men a commanding posi- 
tion in the southwest corner of 
the island. They were ready to de- 
fend against any enemy counter- 
offensive aimed at throwing them 
from the strategically-vital island. 

On Leyte, the Americans made a 
wide enveloping movement west- 
wards to outflank the Yamashita 
Line north of Ormoc, Reuter’s re- 
ported. The 77th by this move ad- 


a 


60-Mil 





Enemy Panzers Appear 
Inside Belgian Town 
Held By Yanks 


A 


BELGO-LUXEMBOURG FRON- 
TIER, Dec. 18 (UP)—These side- 
lights on the new German counter- 
offensive were reported today by 
Jack Frankish, a United Press war 
correspondent: 

"I tried to go forward from the 
crossroads of the Belgian village 
of Monschau,” Frankish reported, 
"but dirty and wet GIs warned 
me that there were Germans just 
to the south, with tanks. Just then 
a flight of eight rocket-firing Ger- 
man planes came skimming through 
the American flak, and we dived 
for safety. The planes, apparently 
after bigger game, zoomed off to 
the rear among the concentrations 
of tanks and artillery.” 

Pfc. Harry Garnett of West Con- 
chohocken, Pa., told his command- 
ing officer: "You can’t do very much 
against tanks with a rifle, sir.” 
Garnett and his fellow engineers, 
tired, worn and muddy, had just 
fallen back before the weight of 50 
panzers and troop-carrying half- 
tracks which overran their positions 
in Field Marshal Gerd von Rund- 
stedt’s counteroffensive. 

Lt. Col. Arthur Sherwood, Jr., 
of New York City, who was sitting 
in the 2nd Division’s advance com- 
mand post when two enemy tanks 
rolled into town, said: 

"It was quite an experience to 
have the battle come to us. “They 
got within 100 yards of the post 
and then went up in flames when 
pad tank destroyers registered direct 

its.” 

The division’s commander, Maj. 
Gen. Walter Robertson, stood in 
the middle of the street, calmly di- 
recting the defense, as the tanks 
rolled in. One staff officer reported 
that "the general stood there mak- 
ing sure that every man and every 
gun was in its proper place.” 


Finnish Terms Eased 
By Soviet Commission 


STOCKHOLM, Dec. 18 (UP)— 
The newspaper Dagens Nyheter said 
today that according to reports 
from Helsinki, the Soviet Armistice 
Commission has made some import- 
ant concessions to the Finns. Among 
others, Generals Pajari and Palo- 
jaervi, who are close friends of 
Field Marshal Karl Gustav von 
Mannerheim and who were arrested 
as war criminals, will be released 
and permitted to resume their com- 





(Continued on page 2) 
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Suicide Pilot Directs 
Latest German Bomb 





STOCKHOLM, Dec. 18 (UP)— 
The Free German Press Bureau, 
anti-Nazi news agency, reported 
today that several hundred in- 
curable German war invalids "of- 
fered” themselves to fly the latest 
German ”"V” weapon, said to be a 
suicide bomb. 

The new flying bomb is report- 
edly more powerful than V-2, and 
V-3, and, thanks to the suicide 
pilot, incomparably more accur- 
ate. The piloted flying bomb, 
however, is much slower since 
the pilot must find a _ specific 
target. 

Special cources are reportedly 
being held on the German Baltic 
coast for the technical and "psy- 
chological” training of the suicide 
pilots. 











mands. 


Russians edie 
3rd Slovak Front 


LONDON, Dec. 18 (AP)—Slovakia 
today faced a third invasion by the 
Red Army as Marshal Rodion Mal- 
inovsky’s forces drove northwest 
from Miskolc in Hungary and cap- 
tured Putnok, only four miles from 
the border. 

The newest Soviet spearhead ap- 
peared to be headed for the rail- 
road town of Lucenec, 35 miles west 
of Putnok, which is a hub of Slo- 
vak-Hungarian frontier communi- 
cations. 

Cutting through the thick defense 
zone northeast of besieged Buda- 
pest, Soviet troops stormed the 
railway station of Paszto and four 
other heavily fortified places. 
Hard-won advances in this sector 
should put the Russians less than 
seven miles from the Hungarian 
capital. 

Moscow reported another 1,150 
German and Hungarian prisoners 
were taken northeast of Miskolc 
yesterday, bringing Malinovsky’s 
bag in the last 38 days to 34,605. 

General Ivan Petrov’s 4th Uk- 
rainian Army is already well inside 
Slovakia in the drive on Kosice and 
Presov. 17 miles to the north. A 
second penetration of the puppet 
state of Slovakia began on Friday 
night when Malinovsky’s forces 
broke across the frontier north of 
Budapest and captured Sahy. 

The mounting drive on Lucenec 
will cut close behind the defenders 
of Kosice and Presov and give th 
Russians a strategic communication 
point to extend their operations. 
Columns from Sahy and Lucenec 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Doughboys’ Lot Impresses Solons 








By Sgt. DON WILLIAMS 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 17 
(Delayed)—The American public 
has little idea of the severity of 
conditions on the Italian front, and 
hot enough credit has been given 
to the doughboy for the part he has 
played in the war, members of the 
touring House Military Affairs 
Committee declared here tonight af- 
ter an all-day jeep ride over the 
5th Army front that took them to 
within four miles of the front lines. 

The representatives, nearing the 
end of a three-week tour of the 
European fronts that has taken 
them through England, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, France and Italy, ex- 
pressed frank surprise at the rug- 
gedness of the terrain and the un- 
favorable weather conditions en- 
countered by 5th Army doughboys 
in their slow, grim and costly drive 


through the Apennines north of 
Florence. 

At a press conference held at the 
conclusion of the battle sector tour, 
the representatives paid tribute to 
the excellence of the Allied Com- 
mand and the morale of the troops. 
They emphasized that the people 
back home should be given more 
realistic news of the nature of the 
fighting in Italy and made to un- 
derstand that the war will not be 
over soon. 

The representatives were agreed 
that more recognition, either in the 
form of additional pay or a special 
medal, should be given to the medics 
assigned to the combat units, who 
risk their lives along with the 
fighting man and yet are unarmed. 
Suggestions were advanced that ‘ef- 
forts should be made to insure the 
return of troops now overseas to 
the United States as soon as the 
war is ended and that the high 








command consider sending fresh 
divisions to the Italian theater to 
relieve battle-weary troops. 

Concerned at the lack of infor- 
mation on the home front about the 
Italian Theater, the Congressmen 
asked correspondents whether their 
copy was being cut or not used and 
were told that "hold down” orders 
had been received in some instances 
from the home offices in the 
United States. 

Brig. Gen. Arthur J. McChrystal, 
Chief of News and Censorship, 
APHQ, told the representatives 
that copy was cut only when it con- 
tained news "militarily of use to 
the enemy,” but that copy was not 
censored from a political point of 
view. 

The Congressmen, declaring that 
they had talked informally with the 
GIs on every possible occasion, em- 


TWO LIRE 








Germans Strike Back | 
Along 


e Front 


Enemy Counteroffensive 
Continues To Explode 
Against 1st Army 


SHAEF, Dec. 18 (AP)—The 
German counteroffensive con- 
tinued to explode along a 60-mile 
front with heavy numbers of in- 
fantry and armored divisions 
backed up by mighty artillery 
and Luftwaffe support. Attacks 
were made from Monschau, below 
Aachen, down to Trier, east of Lux- 
embourg, on the Ist Army southern 
sector. 

The ist Army is striking back at 
advancing German columns in Bel- 
gium and Luxembourg. Dispatches 
from the front indicate that the 
fierce battle may prove one of the 
most decisive of the war. 

{There is no doubt that this 
counteroffensive is the major 
German effort by the best units 
in the German Army to drive the 
Allies back from the Rhine, BBC 
said tonight. Field Marshal Gerd 
von Rundstedt has issued an 
Order of the Day, calling on 
German troops to give their ut- 
most in this effort so that the 
Allied winter offensive may be 
disrupted, BBC added. 

{BBC also reported that the 
Germans scored substantial gains 
in a 30-mile area in the corner 
made by the Belgian-Luxem- 
bourg-German frontiers.] 


The situation is reported ex- 
tremely fluid, and for this reason 
SHAEF has decided to clamp & 
blackout on all detailed information 
on the extent of enemy advances 
and counter moves by the Ameri- 
cans. Such information, it was 
said, might aid the enemy during 
this crucial period. General Eis- 
enhower had followed this "no 
news” policy previously during the 
Holland airborne operations. 

One column drove some miles 
across the border into Belgium ard 
at least two others gained ground 
as the Germans made their greatest 
effort since the invasion to disrupt 
the Allies and break up their west- 
ern front advance. 

Ninth Air Force fighter-bombers 
shot down 110 German planes yes- 
terday, losing 35, in a day of ter- 
rific air battles during which the 
Luftwaffe took to the skies in the 
largest numbers in months to sup- 


(Continued on page 8) 


U. §. Okays Polish 
Frontier Settlement 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (AP)— 
U. 8S. Secretary of State Edward R. 
Stettinius, Jr., today announced 
that the United States, Government 
had no objection to an agreement 
"on the future of the frontiers of 
Poland,” if the United Nations con- 
cerned agreed on them. 

The Secretary made his state- 
ment on the Polish question to a 
news conference, following Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill’s an- 
nouncement in the House of Com- 
mons Friday that Great Britain 
agreed that the eastern third of 
Poland should be turned over to the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Stettinius said it had been 
the United States’ "consistently held 
policy that questions relating to 
boundaries should be kept in abey- 
ance until the termination of hos- 
tilities,” but he recalled an earlier 
statement by dormer Secretary Hull 
that some questions in the mean- 
time might be settled by "friendly 
conferences and agreement.” 

The Stettinius statement implied 
that the United States would ap- 

rove changed Polish boundaries, 
provided the Polish Government 
accepted the Curzon Line as east- 
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ern border. 
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Survivors Tell How Germans 
Killed American Prisoners 





A U. S. FRONT-LINE CLEARING STATION IN BELGIUM, 
Dec. 18 (AP)—Muddy, shivering survivors, weeping with rage, 
today told how German tankmen tried with machine guns to 
massacre 150 American prisoners standing in an open field. 

”Those of us who played dead, got away later,” said T-5 
William B. Summers, Glenville,W. Va., "But we had to lie 
there and listen to German noncoms kill with pistols every 
one of our wounded men, who groaned or tried to move. 

”Those dirty blanks. I never heard of anything like it in 
my life. Damn them. Give me a rifle and put me with the in- 
fantry. I want.to get back and kill every one of those blanks.” 


Summers belonged to an 


trapped at a road fork by a powerful German armored column 
which had driven several miles into Belgium since the major 
Nazi offensive began yesterday. 

The heavy guns of the enemy’s Tiger tanks quickly shot 
up more than two dozen American trucks and lightly armed 
vehicles. The Yanks were then led into a field and as the 
German column moved past, less than 50 yards away, Jerry 


gunners deliberately raked the 
guns and machine pistols. 


The survivors expressed hope that perhaps a majority of 
the men had escaped with their lives by diving to the ground 
and lying still, but three hours after the mass slaughter was 
attempted, fewer than a score had made their way back to 


their own lines. 


artillery observation battalion 


defenseless group with machine 





Franco-USSR 


As Stabilizing Influence 


Pact Hailed 





LONDON, Dec. 18—The French-Soviet pact, the details of 
which were disclosed yesterday, was welcomed by the British|zine has 
press today as a stabilizing influence in Europe and the world, 
Reuter’s reported. The papers note that the alliance does not 
mean the abandonment of the Dumbarton Oaks plan for world 


security. 


The Manchester Guardian declares that "Russia and France 


are taking no chances so long 


Army-Navy Journal 
Story On Russians 


MOSCOW, Dec. 18 (AP)—Soviet 
resentment at foreign deprecation 
of the scope of the Red Army’s 
Hungarian offensive boiled over 
today in another Pravda attack on 
the American Army and Navy Jour- 
nal. Pravda released figures pur- 
porting to show that virtually as 

enemy divisions were engaged 
on the southern sector of the east- 
ern front as against all Allied forces 
in the west. 

The Moscow News, only English 
language newspaper in Soviet 
Union, announced that on the first 
of this month 220 enemy divisions 
were tied up in the east. Of these 
200 are German, the paper said. 
Seventy are located on the southern 
extremity of the front, presumably 
from ¥Y via across Hungary 
a by Slovakia. 

e Russian language ne 
repeated these figures, with a 
Pravda editorial directing its verbal 
fire against the American-published 
Army and Navy Journal as a source 
for ’pro-Hitlerite propaganda.” 

The was attacked orig- 
inally by Pravda on Dec. 3 for an 


whether-the Soviet Union fulfilled 
the military decisions of the Te- 
heran conference and whether there 
was sufficient cooperation among 
the Allies in the east and west. 


criticism with "hypocritical phrases 
trying to create the impression that 
it was misunderstood.” 





as British and American policy 





+remains in doubt.” 


Yanks Make Gains 
On Mindoro, Leyte 


(Continued from page 1) 
vanced seven miles above Ormoc 
and forced the Japs to abandon 
2,000 of their dead as they hastily 
withdrew. 

Moving in coordination with the 
7ith’s drive from the south, the 
American 32nd Division and ist 
Cavalry struck hard from the north, 
cutting the Yamashita Line between 
Mount Catabaran and Valencia, 
pressing upon the 35th Japanese 
Army headquarters at Valencia. ‘The 
Nips left large quantities of tanks, 
mortars and machine guns, in pull- 
ing away. e 

Ground force action on Mindoro 
is commanded by Brig. Gen. Wil- 
liam C. Dunckel, today’s communi- 
que announced. General a 
who has been a member of General 
MacArthur’s planning staff, suf- 
fered an arm wound during a Japa- 
nese air attack on the way to Min- 
doro but remained in action. 

Over the Philippines generally, 
American planes were still r 
in force. The heaviest attack was 
on Negros Island in the Visayas 
group, one of the islands bypassed 
between Le and Mindoro. Bomb- 
ers dro 126 tons of explosives 
on airfields and shipping. 

The Japanese Radio was quoted 
by the Associated Press today as 
say that the sea near the Amer- 
ican landing point on Mindoro was 
covered with the wreckage of 
sunken American warships and 
transpo 


Tokyo also reported today sight- 
ing an American fleet of "consid- 
erable strength” in the Sulu Sea 
south of Mindoro. The radio said: 
"The enemy apparently is planning 
a@ move into other areas using Min- 
doro as a base.” 


Rome Red Cross Plans 
Xmas Party For Kids 


ROME, Dec. 18—A_ children’s 
Christmas party will be given at 
the American Red Cross enlisted 
men’s club from 3 PM to 5 PM., 
Dec. 24. All service men and women 
are invited to bring their small 
civilian friends to the party, or 
the Red Cross will provide the 
youngster for a soldier to entertain. 

The Christmas Eve party for serv- 
ice men and women will be held at 
the club from 7 PM to 10 PM. Sea- 
sonal music and f will be fea- 


A 13-piece orchestra will provide 
the music for a Christmas Day 
dance from 3 PM to 5 PM, and sol- 
diers may bring either American or 
Italian girls. The Christmas night 





The London News Chronicle 
says, "The essential goal of Al- 








ITALIAN FRONT 


(Continued from page 1) 











lied diplomacy must be to give 


liance and all other partial alliances 
can be coherently fitted.” 


created outright as a single organi- 
zation.” 
Editorials in today’s 


peace, the UP reported. 
howd. ee conservative Fi- 


take on real value. 


ger of German aggression will have yesterday was again 
-- scattered patro) activity and artil- 
‘One will have become used to a/lery exchanges. 


ceased to exist. 


strength and balance to the scheme} Naviglio bridgehead. They con- 
and for world security drafted at|tacted the enemy and withdrew, 


Dumbarton Oaks and to build up taking 130 a ong oy Pp. = 
an international organization for nay = Lh bday 100 Saeee 
political and economic security into| ors since they attacked west of the 


which both the Franco-Soviet al-| montone just over two weeks ago. 


Other columns of Canadian in- 


fantry and tanks pushed on from 

The London Daily Telegraph be-|their Lamone bridgehead south of 
lieves that a comprehensive security |the Russi-Bagnacavallo railWay and 
system is “indeed more likely to be/reached Fosso Vecchio, one mile 
built up from regional schemes than —_ of Bagnacavallo. 


troops, fighting on the 


left flank of the Senio River line, 
French jcleared high ground between the 
morning newspapers hailed the|Sintria and Senio Rivers and cap- 
newly formed Franco-Soviet pact] tured «he towns of Casetie and 
as an instrument of Allied victory|Limisano. Farther south, Polish 
end as a guarantee of postwar|patrols penetrated to the area of 
M. Mauro. 


Among the prisoners taken in the 


garo Senio River operation were 30 Ital- 
It is in the course of time that/ians with their own officers, who 
the treaty will make real sense and/represented a Republican fascist 
Immediately} unit committed by the Germans to 
1 |@fter defeat and even during the/the front lines. 
first few years thereafter the dan- 


Activity on the 5th Army front 
confined to 


- Lashed In Moscow 


article allegedly casting doubt on pa 


disarmed and powerless Germany. 
It is then that she will become 
dangerous.” 

The newspaper Liberation said: 


"The pact must be regarded as the 


eorner-stone of French security.” 
In Moscow, the official Soviet 
newspaper Pravda hailed the pact 
as a convincing testimony of the 
strengthening of the anti-German 
coalition. 


Takes Off 
BASEL, Dec. 18—The German 
attache in Basel, Lt. Col. Louis 
Auersberg, has resigned from the 
Nazi party and from his post, ac- 
cording to the Basler National 
Zeitung. He was the fourth Ger- 
man official in Switzerland to break 





air | ilov. 











Non-Brooklyn Yanks 
Said Irked By Noel 


Italy Said Training 


Dec. 18—In his first 


on the battle front next to the sol- 
diers of the United Nations. 


"And before the start of 


can man renew his t and his 
arms and .only in it can the true. 
and not only the apparent, strength 
of a nation be founded.” 

Speaking over Radio Rome, Bo- 
nomi Seid that Italy must direct all 
its efforts, manpower and resources 
to the sole purpose of winning the 
war, 

"On our participation in the 
fight,” he said, “and on the victory 
against Nazi-Fascism depends, in 
truth, the liberation of Italy, the 
satisfying of her needs, the possi- 
bility of rebirth and reconstruction.” 

Bonomi paid tribute to Italian Pa- 
triots in the north who, he said, 
“with insufficient arms and amid 
the rigors of winter are conducting 
guerrilla warfare.” 


51 Officials Of Bulgaria 
Charged With Treason 


MOSCOW, Dec. 18—The Chief 
Public Prosecutor of Bulgaria has 
issued an official ‘indictment 
against 51 high state officials ac- 
cused of crimes against the country, 
Moscow radio announced today. 

The accused are divided in 


comprises 


a 
as if to prove that -_ = liberty 
6p: 


Mikhov. Advisers to the late King 
Boris form the second group, and 
the other groups consist uf minis- 
ters in the cabinets headed by Bag- 
, Bagrianov and Muraviev,. 
An indictment has also been is- 
sued agianst 36 deputies of the 25th 
Bulgarian Parliament, of whom ten 
are in prison, 14 have-fled and 12 
are dead. The accused wil] be tried 
at Sofia by the Supreme People’s 





with the Nazis. 


Court of 13 judges. 





Ranging East, West 
Super Forts Strike 
At Nagoya, Hankow 


“~ 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18—Rang- 
ing from ‘east and west, American 
Super Fortresses struck heavy blows 


Yangtse River 
The big bombers were in "size- 
able force” over N , General 
H. Arnold, Air Com- 


Army Of 200,000) made several days ago, U5 


gets in Japan’s third largest city, 
oe 160 miles 


Yangtse. 
Meanwhile, the Tokyo radio, ac- 
Associated Press, 
formations of 


to poor reception it could not idex- 
tify the exact area visited by the 
planes. 


Yanks Now Fighting 
In Burma Campaign 


MYITKYINA, North Burma, Dec. 
18 (AP) — American infantry and 
a known as the Mars 
Task Force, under the command of 
Brig. Gen. John Willey of Hamp- 


The first news that the Ameri- 
cans were fighting in the Burma 
campaign alongside the Chinese 
and British came today after one 
American unit commanded by Col. 
Ernest Easterbrook of Carmel, 
Calif., made contact with the Japa- 
nese at Tonkwa, 65 road miles south 
of Bhamo, approximately 120 miles 
north of Mandalay. The Americans 
are now the closest Allied troops 
in Burma to Mandalay. 

The Mars Task Force is com- 
posed of old “Marauders,” who saw 
action in Burma last summer, in- 
fantry_ replacements from _ the 
United States and volunteers from 
men in the China-India Theater. 


jungles and over mountains before 
com: in contact with the Japa- 
nese. y wear new jungle green 
uniforms. 


Relations Renewed 


ROME, Dec. 18—Italy and Ru- 
mania have resumed diplomatic re- 
lations, it was announced today. The 
two Governments will appoint 
charges d’affaires to their legations 





in Bucharest and Rome. 





Eight Of 





Principal Yank Aces Still On Job 








By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18—Eight 
of 19 topscoring aces . . Ameri- 
can air forces are still on active 
duty today with con*’-uing oppor- 
tunity of increasing their tctals. Six 
others are in the United States on 
leave serving as instructors or re- 
cuperating from illness. One is a 
prisoner of war, one is cead and 
three are listed as missing in action. 

Leading the list on the basis of 
the number of planes shot down is 
Maj. Richard Ira Bong of Poplar, 
Wis., who last week received the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for 
exploits which include shooting 
down 38 enemy planes. He is still 
on duty with the 5th Air Force in 
the Pacific. 


DESTROYED 34 
In second place is Cmdr. David 
S McCampbell .f West ?alm Beach, 
Fla., who has cestroyed 34 “apanese 
planes in the air, including nine 
he bagged in a sing’> -light. Mc- 
Campbell now is on leave after a 
tour of duty as commander of Air 
Group 15 aboard a carrier. 


Those still on the fighting fronts 





party will begin at 7 PM. 


in addition to Bong, Army, Navy 








and Marine Corps records show, 
are: 

Maj. Thomas B. McGuire, Jr. of 
San Antonio, Tex., who has been 
credited unofficially with 30 vic- 
tories and officially with 24, still 
with the 5th Air Force in the 
Pacific. 

Maj. George E. Preddy of Greens- 
boro, N. C., 24 Japanese planes 
while flying with Navy fighters, still 
on duty in the Pacific, where on 
three occasions he bagged four 
planes in single flights. 

Maj. Fred J. Christensen, Jr. of 
Watertown, Mass., 22 victories, now 
with the 8th Air Force. 

Maj. Jay T. Robbins of Collidge, 
Tex., 21 victories, with .ne 5th Air 
Force in the Pacific. 

Capt. John J. Voll of Goshen, 
Ohio, 21 victories, with the 15th Air 
Force in the Mediterr an. 

The ranking ace of th Marine 
Corps, Maj. Gregory Boyington of 
Okanogan, Wash.,i ! %d as miss- 
ing in action. He was sh.. down 
Jan. 3, 1944 on the same flight in 
which ae destroyed his 26th Japa- 
nese plane. 

Others missing in action are: Col. 
Neel E. Dearby of Dallas, Tex., 


with 22 victories v.- witl the 5th 
Air Force; Col. Glenn E. Duncan of 
Houston, Tex., credited \ _.. 2: and 
a half planes before he was listed 
as missing while with the 8th Air 
Force. 

Among otmer ‘pscoring aces are: 
Lt. Col. Francis S. Grabeski of Oil 
City, Pa., 28 victories with the 8th 
Air Force before he was reported a 
prisoner of war on July 20, 1944. 

Maj. Robert S. Johnson of Law- 
ton, Okla., 2; victorics with the 8th 
Air Force before returni to the 
United States for trei ‘-- duty. 

MAJ. FOSS ILL 

Maj. Joe Foss, M: > Jorps, ~f 
Sioux Falls, ». D., 26 Japanese vic- 
tories, now in a hospital at Klamath 
Falls, Ore., suffering from malaria. 

Ist Lt. Rok *t Hanson, Marine 
Corps, of Newtonville, Mass., killed 
over Rabaul after shooting down 25 
Japanese planes. 

Capt. Don S. Gentile of Piqua, 
Ohio, 23 victories with the 8th Air 
Force before returning for assign- 
ment to experimental work at 
Wright Field. 

Capt. Kenneth A. Walsh, Marine 
Corps, of Washington, D. C., 20 

tructor 


Japanese victories, now ins 








missing since March fond _-adited 


at Jacksonville, Fla. 


oun an —. maveine 
s, of Chicago, 20 Japanese vic- 
tories, now instructing Marine Cor- 
sair pilots. 

Maj. Walker M. Mahurin of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., 20 victories with the 
8th Air Force before assignment to 
duty in the United States. 





HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Former actor Wayne Morris, whose 
real name is Lt. Bert D. Morris, 
USNR, was one of the leading aces 
of thesddamed ae Air Group 15 in 
the Pacific war, it was announced 
today. 

Morris was credited with destroy- 
ing seven enemy aircraft in 57 
flights, sinking two small cargo 
ships and three others. 
He also damaged a heavy cruiser 
and a mine-layer, and with the 
aid of another pilot sank an escort 
vessel, an antiairc.aft barge, a gun- 
boat and a submarine, the an- 
nouncement said. Morris, with 





ton, Va., are now fighting the 
Japanese in north Burma below 
Bhamo. ; 
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THEIR JOB IS A SNAP 


Three Acme war photogra- 
phers, Bert Brandt (left), 
Charles Seawood and Andrew 
Lopez return te New York 
with a captured Nazi flag and 
a batch of stories. Lopez had 
been overseas eight months, 
Brandt, 16, and Seawood, who 
was in the Mediterranean, a 
year and a half. They have 
traveled from Sicily to South- 


ern France and from Nor- 
mandy to Aachen. Brandt got 
the first pictures of D-day. His 
prize yarn, concerns the man 
who took his picture and a Red 
Cross girl who gave him a 
doughnut as he left for over- 
seas. Then, he says, ”when I 
got back, the same guy took 
my picture and the same girl 
gave me another doughnut.” 





Lopez wears the Purple Heart 
for wounds received on the 
West Front. He almost got it 
posthumously, he said, when 
the FFI mistook him and his 
driver in the darkness for Ger- 
mans. The driver was killed. 
Seawood’s stories were all 
woven about his 20 flights in a 
recon plane while German and 
American shells whizzed by. 





Deadlock In Senate 
Threatens Harbor Bill 


By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Senate controversy over an amend- 
ment to exempt California's giant 
Central Valley from gthe Federal 
Reclamation Law threatened to kill 
the half-billion dollar postwar 
Rivers and Harbors Bill, according 
to the Associated Press. 

The issue resulted in a Congres- 
sional deadlock when the House 
refused on the objection of Rep. 
Alfred J. Elliott (D., Calif.), the 
unanimous consent necessary to re- 
consider the amendment in a joint 
conference as the Senate had re- 
quested. 

The House refusal followed a 
sharp Senate conflict earlier which 
ended with Senate refusal to accept 
a previous conference report recom- 
mending that the body accept the 
rider. Sen. Sheridan Downey (D., 
Calif.), su ting the Elliott rider, 
charged t some Senators were 
prepared to filibuster the bill to 
death rather than allow acceptance 
of the amendment. 

Senator Robert LaFollette (Prog., 
Wis.), replied to the Californian: 
*This matter goes. clear back into 
the roots of the history of the 
economic devel ent of America, 
and if we are determine this 
problem in this manner I don’t be- 
lieve I can fairly be charged with 
any effort to filibuster if I insist 
that a step not be taken which 
would be against the public interest 
and a dangerous entering wedge for 
=e — lands policy in the United 

ates.” 





Mechanic Overworks 
On Mass Production 


GREAT FALLS, Mont., Dec. 18 
—tLester L. Martin, a 34-year- 
old mechanic, has come up with 
@ new something or other. 

According to the United Press, 
the mechanic has confessed that 
he is the legitimate father of a 
nine-year-old son and that his 
legal wife expects another child, 
that he is also the father of three 
more children by two other 
women and that a third girl, "his 
sweetheart,” also is expecting. 

FBI agents and sheriff’s offi- 
cers questioned Martin clesely 
and when they emerged from the 
examination they all frankly ad- 
mitted that they were "fascin- 
ated.” The officers said that the 
women lived in three states. 


— 








Sixth Loan Drive Sales 
Over The Top; Still Rising 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
The sixth war loan sales were still 
soaring yesterday as the drive 
neared its close with a grand total 
of 17,051,000,000 dollars putting the 
campaign more than three billion 
dollars over the goal. 

Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., will speak to the 
nation tonight as the drive ends. 

Inasmuch as E bond sales and 
sales of other securities: to indivi- 
duals up to Dec. 31 are being credi- 
ted to the drive, it appeared that 








the goals would be oversubscribed. 





Reorganization Of Senate 


By Truman 


is Expected 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Sen, Harry S. Truman (D., Mo.) will 
take his oath of office as Vice 
President on the south portico of 
the White House.on Jan. 20 as part 
of the same ceremonies inaugurat- 
ing President Roosevelt for his 
fourtt term, it was announced to- 

ay. 

He will be sworn in by the man 
he sueceeds—Vice President Henry 
A. Wallace. Sen. Harry F. Byrd 
(D., Va.) of the Joint Inauguration 
Committee, said that the President, 
in accordance with tradition, will 
be sworn in by Chief Justice Har- 


lan F. Stone. 

of the Senate will 
bring no shift in the majority line- 
up, but members expec 
changes to be made when Truman 
——— Vice President Wallace. 


e » 
Sourian, known to his es as 
&® good mixer, offers sharp contrast 
to aloof, reticent Wallace. In four 
years, Wallace has made few close 
friends in the Senate and 





wielded little influence in sha 
legislation. Jovial 


Truman, on the other hand, is more 
on the order of former Vice Presi- 
dent John N. Garner of Texas. 

The Vice President’s Capitol of- 
fice, where Garner once conducted 
his famous Bureau of Education for 
the enlivenment of dull Congres- 
sienal days, again may see activity 
when Truman takes over. Whether 
Truman will wield more or less in- 
fluence with Roosevelt than Wal- 
lace did, remains a matter of con- 
jecture. 

Because of his background as 
Secretary of Agriculture, Wallace 
first served as adviser on farm mat- 
ters, and later branched into for- 
eign, economic and _ diplomatic 
fields. Truman’s chief job in the 
Senate has been to direct the ac- 
tivities of the War Inves tion 


up the many con- 
tacts thus made, or turn his atten- 
tion chiefly to helping the Admin- 
istration over sometimes thorny 
pathways, remains to be seen. Most 


has|betting, however, is that his will 


not be solely a vacuum-like role of 
presiding over the Senate. 


U. $. Will Reopen 
Anti-Trust Hearings 


NEWARK, N. J., Dec. 18 — Two 
United States Government anti- 
trust suits — halted here last year 
when the Secretaries of War and 
Navy asked that they be deferred 
until the end of the war — will be 
resumed shortly with President 


nounced today. 

One suit involves the American 
chemica] firms of E. I. du Pont de 
Nemours and Company and the 
Rohm and Hass Company which 
were indicted in September, 1942 on 
charges of conspiring with German 
and British corporations regarding 
the manufacture and sale of an 
aeronautical plastic material, The 
foreign firms named as co-conspir- 
ators were: I. G. FParbenindustrie, 
the German chemical trust; Rohm 
and Hass of Darmstadt, Germany; 
and Imperial Chemical Industries 
Limited of London. 

The second suit to be returned 
to the courts is against the Bendix 
Aviation Company, charged with a 
similar conspiracy with German, 
Italian, Japanese, British and 
French aircraft-instrument and 
eccessory firms, and two Bendix 
subsidiaries — the Eclipse Machine 
Company of Elmira, N. Y., and the 
defunct Eclipse Aviation Corpora- 
tion of East Orange, N. J. 


Both actions had been withdrawn 
last year when Secretary of War 
Henry L. Stimson and the late 
Frank Knox, then Secretary of the 
Navy had said: “It would not be in 
the public interest to move the 
cases for trial during the existence 
of the present state of the war.” 


The Associated Press quoted a 
United States Department of Jus- 
tice spokesman as saying yesterday 
that a Presidential order to proceed 
with the cases had been obtained 
last July, 


Draft Boards Ordered 
To Review | Deferments 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Selective Service headquarters, in- 
structing draft boards to review 
deferments and apply stricter inter- 
pretation to classifications of older 
men, predicted tonight increased 
numbers of registrants in the 26-37 
+d group will be inducted after 


Following up War Mobilization 
Director James F. Byrnes’ work-or- 
fight order, national headquarters 
released a memorandum to local 
boards which emphasized that "this 
isn’t a’ young man’s war but every- 
body’s war.” It said stepped-up 
combat requirements together with 
expanded war supplies made it plain 
that “the situation calls for an ever 
increasing war effort” in the 26-37 





age group. 


.| large-scale unhappiness,” 


Roosevelt’s approval, acting U. S.| 
District Attorney Thorne Lord an-| 


SSA“ 


Minding The Vets... 

It may cost the United States 
“billioms of dollars, beside a tragic 
waste of human resources and 
science 
writer Albert Deutsch declares, 
unless something is done soon to 
meet adequately the needs of re- 
turning vets who are discharged 
for mental troubles. 

Deutsch quotes Dr. Thomas Ren- 
nie of Cornell University on such 
figures as these: nearly 45 percent 
of all disability discharges from 


.jthe armed forces are for neuro- 


psychiatric reasons; more than 
300,000 men have been discharged 
for this reason so far, and a yearly 
average discharge of 200,000 is ex- 
pected. 

Dr. Rennie pointed out that only 
139 of all the hospitals and clinics 
in the country have certified their 
preparedness to accept vets for 
psychiatric treatment. New York 
City, the expert said, can handle 
only five percent of the men need- 
ing help, and New York is more 
fortunate than most cities. The 
matter is, according to Dr. Rennie, 
"a colossal new problem.” 

——_Q-— 


What Price Beauty? ... 


A high price, if you really want, 
to know. Last year, American 
women spent some 594,000,000 dol- 
lars on beauty aids, according to 
official Government figures. Of 
this, 65,000,000 dollars were spent 
on perfumes and toilet waters. 
This is nothing to sniff at; and 
the sale of 19° 000,000 lipsticks 





left an imprint on many pocket- 
books, mostly male. The figures 
look less shocking when viewed 
another way, however. The aver- 
age American woman spent 2.37 
dollars a month for cosmetics 
last year. That’s about eight 
cents a day. Try convincing a 
woman it isn’t worth that much. 


—-o—_ 


Out Of The Locker... 

Davy Jones is going to give u 
another of his treasures. In 1898, 
the steamer Portland sunk off Bos- 
ton Harbor in the great blizzard, 
with a loss of 176 lives. Each year 
for the past 48 years, relatives and 
friends of persons lost on the ship 
have gathered on Boston docks to 
offer a prayer. Last week a scal- 
lop-digging captain brought up a 
bell belonging to the Portland, and 
the hulk has now been tracked to 
a spot nine miles northeast of Cape 
Cod. Divers will go out there soon, 
to recover, among other things, 18,- 
000 dollars worth of uncut gems. 

——o-——— 


Self-made Heroine... 
Kathleen Winsor, author of the 
best-selling "Forever Amber,” will 
get a screen test under the terms 
of a contract signed with 20th 

Century-Fox Studios, which will 

film her story. Miss Winsor is the 
wife of the former All-America 

football player, Robert Herwig, 
now a Marine captain. 

cnenaipinemen 
Sister Act... 

Two baby girls in Philadelphia 
are going to get tired of explaining 
something when they grow up. 
They are sisters, and they were 
born on the same day, but they are 
not twins in any sense of the word. 
The rare, if not unique event took 
place at the lying-in unit of the 
Pennsylvania Hospite'. The mother, 
a former schoolteacher. had been 
endowed with two separate -uteri 
and a complete double birth canal. 
The condition itself has been en- 
countered before, out the hospital 
doctors say they’ve never heard of 
a case in which a living, healthy 
baby has developed simultaneously 
in each uterus. The babies, one a 
month premature, weighed seven 
and five pounds. 


ee 
For Christmas, Pop... 

Leo Mars has held forth as 
Santa Claus in Macy’s New York 
department store for six years, 
which makes him senior Santa. 











He has two assistant Santas and 





understudies. The 
es hands and Itstens to 
of kids at the rate of 
1 a day. First on all the 
children’s lists this year, says Leo, 
is "Bring Daddy back from over- 


Santa 


Leo doesn’t try to explain rota- 
iddies. That would 


e 
5 
$ 
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be almost as tough as explaining 

te some of the more elephant- 

like ones why they didn’t get the 
presents they asked for last year. 

Some kids ask for war bonds; 

others demand priority-banished 

toys like roller skates and electric 
trains; others want gun and toy 
soldiers, although this class is 
less numerous than last year. In 
its place is a portwar - minded 
stratum which wants trucks and 
bulldozers. 

—-oO--—- 
Borderline Case... 

A Vermont woman whose house 
stands right smack on an interna- 
tional boundary—half in Canada, 
half in this country—has a problem 
over a pet parrot. "Is it okay?” she 
asked the U. S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, "to move Polly from the 
kitchen, which is in Canada, into 
the living room, which is in the 
United States, without violating 
quarantine regulations?” 

Polly’s been living in the Can- 


jadian-side kitchen for years and 


years without getting a look at the 
rest of the scenery in her interna- 
tional diggings, the conscientious 
housewife told doctors in a letter. 
The docs refused to release the 
woman's name or her home town. 
They are too busy looking up regu- 
lations to see if they could bend 
them a wee bit for Polly. 
—_o-—_ 


Half-Shell Hangover... 

It wasn’t easy to open oysters; 
therefore, the scientists took 
over. Dr. H. R. Prytherch and 
Dr. V. Koehring, both of Beau- 
fort, N. C., have solved the prob- 
lem. The answer, in brief, is "Get 
’em drunk.” 

The scientists admitted their 
inspiration comes from a habit of 
the starfish. When hungry, the 
starfish wraps its arms around 
an oyster and injects its own an- 
esthetic into the prey. The doped 
bivalves relax their muscles and 
open up. 

Reasoning that they could con- 
coct a Mickey Finn as good as & 





starfish’s any day, Prytherch and 

Koehring fooled around until they 

stumbled on a carbonic acid and 

water mixture— nothing more 

than fizz water. Dumped into a 

tank of fizz water, the oysters 

get groggy. Where humans de- 
velop loose legs in such situations, 
bivalves develop loose shells. And 
the fizz water doesn’t harm the 
meat inside, say the Carolinian 
wizards—it actually improves the 
flavor. 

—o-—— 
Nostalgia .. . 

Two local police detectives of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., were speeding down the 
street in their police car to answer 
a radio flash when they suddenly 
realized they were being chased by 
a motorcycle cop. They stopped 
and asked the cop if he didn’t know 
who they were. Of course he knew, 
he said, but, what with gas ration- 
ing, speedsters are such a delicacy 
nowadays ... > 
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Classicists 
Dear Editor: 

Cpl. E. L. Willard writes you 
about the GI’s lack of courtesy dur- 
ing a classical music concert. I, too, 
have experienced the same sort of 
thing whenever anything of a cul- 
tural or classical nature is fed to 
the GI. He just can’t take it. 

I’d say a good 80 percent of them 
«the GIs) know nothing of classical 
subjects and care less. He doesn’t 
even have the courtesy to keep 


. quiet, let the program proceed or 


to leave. The restraint and breeding 
Gf any) that they had in civilian 
life seems to have evaporated when 
they entered the Army. 

The GI wants to laugh, to hear 
mame bands and name music. And 
that’s all that should be sent over 
here; the other stuff is a waste of 
time and shipping space. 

Of course, you'll say Heifetz came 
over and played to big audiences of 
GIs, for many lovers of good music 
made it a point to be on hand and 
enjoyed the artist immensely. The 
others went just to hear and see 
a much publicized figure. 

I’ve noticed, too, that the GI will 
whistle, talk aloud, when a not too 
good looking female tries to give 
a classical concert, yet they sure 
seem to quiet down and become 
very orderly when a good looking 
lass in a gorgeous gown gives the 
same sort of concert! So, corporal, 
about the only thing us "classicists” 
can do is grin and bear it. Some 
day the war will be over and we 
can then start to make up for lost 


time 
—T-Set. J. Tutunjian 


Anchors Weighing 


Dear Editor: 

We have read and enjoyed The 
Stars and Stripes whenever pos- 
sible throughout our many months 
in the Mediterranean. During this 
time, we have seen very little, if 
anything, written about the Navy. 

In a recent edition, we read some 
stuff on rehabilitation, discharge, 
etc., etc., for GI Joe. 

Now what we would like to know 
is, can’t you dig up a little infor- 
mation on what we have done, 
are doing, and most important, 
what we are going to do? 

It won’t be too long before we 
will all be closing up shop over 
here. How about a little news, for 
this "scuttlebutt” we get really is 
monotonous. 

—wW. E. Baer, BM 2-c 
E. A. Buckels, Sl-c 





Truck Drivers 


Dear Editor: 

Truck drivers have always had 
to take a lot of criticism and slan- 
der, especially Army drivers. After 
reading Pfc. Fred Sciortino’s con- 
tribution to Mail Call, my blood is 
boiling. Too bad he had to wit- 
ness an accident. I’m sure é@very 
driver, when and if he speeds, real- 
ilzes he is endangering lives. How- 
ever, you must look at both sides 
of it. Do civilians walk in the 
streets or on the sidewalk? Do they 
look before they cross the street? 
Do they cross at the corner? Do 
they pay any attention to their own 
policemen? 

Many times I have had civilians 
deliberately walk out in front of 
me to see if I would stop. Not only 
did they walk out in front of me, 
but stopped in the middle of the 
street to shoot a snipe. We don’t 
try to impress civilians with our 
"flashy driving,” as you called it, 
but from the intelligence they show 
in their own driving, we don’t con- 
sider them in any position to con- 
demn or compliment anyone. 

—Pfc. F. C. Parker 
Pfc. Anderson 
Cpl. Padgett 
Pvt. Brischle 
Pfc. Nicastro 





Power In Unity 


Dear Editor: 

Here is a letter we hope will 
bring about the means to strengthen 
international relationship. The 
idea was born when a few British- 
ers and Yanks got to talking in a 
general hospital. What we fight 
for is world peace, and this time 
a lasting one. To guarantee this, 
we want the spirit which has held us 
together through all this war, to 
carry on in the postwar world... 
Right! Then we think that an 
organization similar to the Ameri- 
can or British Legion or the Veter- 
ans of Foreign Wars Association 
should be formed—only, as an In- 
ternational Legion. Conventions 
could be held in America or Eng- 
land alternatively or any country 
the committee of such an organi- 
zation thought best. 

Never before have we men real- 
ized what good there is in under- 
standing one another as we do to- 
day. Why lose what it took so 
much to gain? 

We feel quite sure that it would 
not only keep us in touch, but would 
build a friendship which no power 
in the world with hostile intentions 
could ever penetrate. 

—James Nuttall, Br. Army 
S. C. Alford, Br. Army 
Pfc. George W. Simon, US, 
Pfc. Alfred Skrundz, USA 





| They Say... 





SAMUEL GRAFTON, columnist: 
"It doesn’t look as if there is any 
"smart” way to win an election 
any more. The American voter 
seems to be resisting the corny, 
familiar, old technique which 
once used to scare him, or seduce 

| him, or stampede him, or dazzle 
him. He seems to know what he 
wants in a new, more mature 
way. The _ successful political 
party of the future is going to be 
he one which sets out to give 
him service, like a successful de- 
partment store. "Vote-getting” 
just doesn’t seem to get the votes 
- » » Americans are serious and 
they seem to know what they 
want.” 


‘AMERICAN SOLDIER, after the 
doctor removed a handful of shell 
fragments from him: 

"I feel like I should be turned 
in to the scrap drive.” 


CAPT. WILLIAM E. JENNER, new 
Senator from Indiana, just dis- 
charged from the service, in his 
first newspaper interview in 
Washington: 

"I think the manner in which 
discharged veterans are handled 
is our greatest test.” 


JAMES MARSHALL of the New 
York City Board of Education: 
"The teacher-dominated class- 
room is still all too prevalent in 
the United States.” 





REAR ADMIRAL DANIEL BAR- 
BEY, 54, commanding the South- 
west Pacific’s 7th Amphibious 
Porce: 

"You know, a man’s first com- 
mand is unique beyond anything 
else I have ever known. The 
pride you feel. And the serious- 
ness. When you come aboard the 
first day and the deck watch 
says, "Good morning, Captain’— 
Damn! Maybe you’re 26 years 
old and not even shaving every 
day, and sometimes you hear one 
of your crew talking about the 
‘old man’—and it’s you. The first 
time that happened I could have 
kissed the man on both cheeks.” 


GIRL REPORTER on the Daily 

News, Springfield, Mass., paper, 
after surveying the town’s men 
in response to a story surveying 
-the town’s women: 
"The only good-looking men in 
town, outside of the servicemen, 
were eight lonesome civilians, 
three of whom are still under five 
years of age. The other five in- 
cluded a cop, a bus driver and 
three strangers.” 

FREDERICK C, OTHMAN, report- 
ing of the prevalence of badges 
in Washington, D. C.: 

”I know a man who claims he en- 


month with a badge bearing the 
Portrait of A. Hitler. He finally 
quit it because he got bored.” 


ROME—Information bureaus are 
great places. They are doing more 
to lessen world ignorance than even 
the sex magazines. No matter what 
you want to know there is an in- 


‘|formation bureau somewhere in 


business that will be glad to answer 
your problems. Some bureaus do it 
for exorbitant fees, some for slight 
fees, some do it for candy com- 
panies while others do it for noth- 


ing. 

One of these "for nothing” bu- 
reaus is the American telephone 
information service right here in 
Rome. A lieutenant and 12 Wacs 
sit in the experts chairs next to 
their telephones, and if you stump 
them you get nothing more than 
the pleasure of listening to a sono- 
rous American girl’s voice telling 
you where to get off—if you're on 
a street car and are lost. 

This information sérvice receives 
a lot of routine questions from the 
boys and, also, a lot of wiseacre 
queries, like the old American 
standby for getting blind dates over 
the telephone: ”You have a beauti- 
ful voice, babe. What’re you doin™ 
tonight?” 


Personal Piffle ... 


To. Lt. Florence Lien of Klamath 
Falls, Ore., and her 12-girl WAC 
detachment which functions 24- 
hours a day, answering such per- 
sonal questions is all in the line of 
duty. 

I invaded their telephone sanctu- 
ary, yesterday, to find out what 
sort of questions the boys are pop- 
ping these days. Four Wacs—Pfc. 
Mary Koenitz of St. Paul; T-5 Jane 
Weeks of Chicago; Cpl. Ivah Knight 
of Lubbock, Texas; Pvt. Peggy 
France of Brooklyn — were busy 
mumbling information into their 
telephones. But they paused be- 
tween callers to help Lt. Lien pre- 
pare her list of typical queries 
which come in over the wire. 

They receive a lot of invitations 
and requests from roomers at local 
officer hotels. The transient, think- 
ing he is connected to hotel infor- 
mation, asks for room service, ice 
water and breakfast. Sometime he 
even invites the operator to come 
up and have a drink. But the only 
reply he gets is the Wac operator 
saying, "Sorry—all our services are 
— only to telephone num- 

rs.” 

Usually, a surprised soldier who 
dials 055 (dial-number for Rome 
information) and hears an Ameri- 
can voice, exclaims, "Oh! A Wac! 
Say, do you know a girl named 
Jenny?” The operator usually 
doesn’t. "Well, then what’s your 
name?” says the persistent soldier. 
He doesn’t usually find out; instead, 
if he stays too persistent, he gets 
clicked off. Some of them call back 
again and then are clicked off 
again. One soldier was once clicked 
off seven times, before he got the 
general idea. 


Darndest Questions... 


Soldiers call Rome Information 
to find out where to take a bath, 
where to eat, what the theaters are 
showing, how to get in touch with 
soldiers and officers who are in 
town for a day or so, and if there 
are any Wacs around from Louisi- 
ana. Some soldiets call and ask to 
be orientated. They’ve wandered 
off into the wilderness of Romes 
side streets and they’d like to get 
back to the main drag. The operator 
helps them out. 

One seeker of light called and 
asked for the number of a hotel. 
Fifteen minutes after he had hung 
up he called back and said, Say, 
you’ve got a beautiful voice. Think 
I'll talk to you for a while.” That 
conversation didn’t last too long. 

They receive « lot of calls for 

the correct time and a lot of calls 
in foreign languages. Almost every 
language in the books, except Ger- 
man, has drifted over the lines into 
the information bureau, say the 
girls. They claim that they wouldn’t 
even be surprised to hear a German 
voice someday ask where the best 
place in Rome was to get a dish of 
knackwurst. 
The bureau has the answers to a 
lot of military questions, and to a 
lot of questions which aren’t mili- 
tary. Only on very rare questions 
do they ever make mistakes. One 
such occasion occurred when a 
soldier called the 055 gang and 
asked a question regarding the 
whereabouts of a certain station. 
After looking up the information 
in the file-card system which they 
have on hand, the operator passed 
the knowledge on to the inquirer. 
He wound up at the PRO, (Public 
Relations Office) which, as he later 
called to say, wasn’t exactly the 
Place he was looking for. 





—Sgt. HARRY SHERSHOW 



























































"I’m a talent scout fer K comp’ny. Ya lookin’ fer work?” 





Czech Sabotage Grows 


As Russians Approach 





It is the genius of the Nazis to 
make enemies wherever the New 
Order has gone. Even where the 
New Order has sought to be or- 
derly and "correct,” as the official 
word has it, the Germans have 
succeeded in making fierce patriots 
out of men and women who were 
formerly indifferent to politics. 

In every country that the Ger- 
mans conquered,” they have been 
plagued by sabotage-and guerrillas. 
As the liberating armies of the 
Allies approached closer, the Par- 
tisans became bolder. Their valor 
apd fierceness as fighters—witness 
the way the French rose against 
their conquerors—have been in- 
valuable to the advancing armies, 


CZECHS’ TURN NOW 

Now it is the turn of the Czecho- 
slovak Patriots. It may be guessed 
that they will fight with an inten- 
sity that will match the French 
resistance. For the Czechoslovak 
Republic, one of the most enlight- 
ened in Europe before the war, was 
a bloodless victim. of Adolf Hitler’s 
lust for Lebensraum. In the face of 
Nazi threats, it was virtually sold 
down the river, and its democratic 
people have known the quality of 
Nazi brutality longer than most. 

The Czechoslovak people were 
ready to fight in 1938 at the time 
of Munich. They were persuaded 
that it would be futile to fight alone. 
They watched the Germans move 
in and take over their resources, 
including the Skoda armament 
works in Pilsen. This immense fac- 
tory proved to be one of the most 
valuable adjuncts of Germany’s 
vast armament program. 

The people of Czechoslovakia 
were not submissive. The demo- 
cratic forces, which included most 
of the country, joined in under- 
ground -resistance. They sabotaged 
German-controlled industry and 
communications. They fought 
against. their oppressors. You re- 
member the killing of Reinhard 
Heydrich, the brutal Gestapo 
henchman of Heinrich Himmler, 
whose task was to "pacify” the 
Czechs, by Patriots, and the German 
reply—the razing of the village of 
ae and the slaughter of all its 
males. 


NAZIS ADMIT OPPOSITION 

The Germans have admitted that 
there is Czechoslovak resistance, 
aided and supplied by the Allies. It 
is believed that a force of 25,000 
well armed men are in the hills of 
central Slovakia, waiting to make 
junction with the Red Army. 

The Germans have reacted vio- 
lently to the Patriot threat to their 
flanks and rear. Early month 
they sent a large force of men and 
materials against Partisan posi- 
tions in the mountains. According 
to Reuter’s, the Germans were 
beaten back with heavy casualties 
after five days of fighting. 

In scattered parts of Slovakia, 
which the Red Army now threatens 
from north, east and south, strong 





Czechoslovak guerrilla units have 





been active, attacking German com- 
munications and oil supplies. 

The Germans have begun to evac- 
uate German-born women and chil- 
dren to the interior of the Reich. 
They have gathered up people who 
professed Czechoslovak as wel) as 
German ‘citizenship. A Nazi Ger- 
man-language paper published in 
Bratislava, capital of Slovakia, said 
Officially that the evacuation was 
necessitated by "the Czechoslovak 
rising in our homeland and by the 
general military situation.” 

The "general military situation” 
is indeed perilous—for the Ger- 
mans. By German confession, the 
Red Army is only 70 miles due east 
of Bratislava. The armies of Mar- 
shal Malinovsky, General -Petrov 
and Marshal Koniev are threaten- 
ing Slovakia from three sides. The 
threat goes beyond Slovakia. North- 
west regions of Bohemia and Mor- 
avia are not too far from the ad- 
vancing Red Army. 

Germans are fortifying the west- 
ern frontiers of Slovakia that lead 
to Bohemia and Moravia, and to 
the south they are building de- 
fenses on Austria’s border. All 
Czech peasant youths who could 
be found, have m mobilized for 
fortification work. 


YOUTHS AT WORK 


The Nazi paper, Neuer Tag. of 
Prague, said, ”*These Czech youths 
would work in close formations 
for a maximum period of ten weeks 
on Reich territory near the border 
of the Protectorate.” (’’Protector- 
ate” is what the Germans call their 
rule of Bohemia and Moravia.) 

During the past three weeks the 
Germans executed 38 more Czechs, 
by their own announcement. The 
charges were "sheltering enemies 
of the Reich, crossing frontiers to 
join Slovak Partisans, helping Jews 
to escape arrest and restoring short- 
bey facilities to their wireless 
sets.” 

The Partisans have learned from 
the successful fight in France and 
elsewhere. The Germans have 
learned to beware of the sting of 
Patriot forces. 

—Cpl. HOWARD TAUBMAN 


German Civilians Give 
Nazi Officials Trouble 


WITH BRITISH FORCES ON 
MAAS FRONT, Dec. 18—German 
action against civilians who try 
compromise, modify or even ques- 
tion military instructions is becom- 
ing more severe every day, accord- 
ing to a Reuter’s report. 4 

German womenfolk were orderé 
to evacuate the town of Goc!, 
south of the eastern end of the 
Reichwald Forest. The German je 7 
men refused to budge. They a 
Nazi authorities that A A mn 

’ ou’ . 
tke’ Romnles arive” the Bee 
report said. 
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By A Staff Correspondent 
FIFTH ARMY HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 18—Allied Armies in 
Italy are like the tackles and guards on a football team engaging 
the enemy’s defenses while the backs on the western front run 


for a touchdown, Lt. Gen. Mark 


W. Clark, Commander in Chief 


of the 15th Army Group and former Commanding General of 
the 5th Army, told members of the House Military Affairs Com- 


mittee yesterday. 


The mission of the Allied Armies in Italy is to drive the 
poche out, but the more immediate objective is to chew to pieces 





the 28 divisions that the Ger-+ 


mans are maintaining in the 
Italian. theater, General Clark 


explained. 

He ascribed the Nazis dogged 
defense of Italy as the desire to 
retain control of the bread basket 
area of the peninsula. General Clark 
outlined in detail the strategy and 
tactics employed in the use of the 
ground forces at his disposal. 

He said the Allies now have com- 
plete air superiority in the Theater. 
General Clark told the Committee 
that if he had had one more in- 
fantry regiment at disposal at 
the time, Cassino could have been 
taken months before it actually fell. 

The determination of the Nazis 
to defend Itaiy been exempli- 
fied by their shiprént of reinforce- 
ments to the Theater, General 
Clark told the Congressmen. He said 
that the reinforcements were older 
men and that the Germans were 
scraping the bottom of the barrel. 
He emphasized, however, that the 
German troops are well disciplined 
and tenacious. 

Asked by one of the Congressmen 
if there had been a shortage of 
shells in the Italian Theater, Gen- 
eral Clark said that operations of 
the 5th Army had not been handi- 
capped by a k of shells, although 
there was a shortage of ammunition. 
He said that the policy had been 
to conserve shells wherever possible 
so that they would be available 
when needed. 

Lt. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., 
Commanding General of the 5th 
Army, noted that the armies had 
been criticized in the past for the 
excessive expenditure of ammuni- 
tion. He explained that the Army 
had always taken the view that it 
would rather expend 10,000 shells 
than one life unnecessarily. | 

General Truscott told the Con- 
gressmen that the German divisions 
on the Italian front were among the 
best of their troops in the west. 

In a resume of other phases of! 
5th Army activity, General Clark | 
gave high praise to the work of 
the Medical Corps and AMG offi- 
cials. He said that the 5th Army 
had been feeding civilians behind 
Allied lines, including those in Pisa, 





Leghorn and Pistoia and that they 











More Brazilian Gls 
Arrive At Italian Port 


AT AN ITALIAN PORT, Dec. 
-18—Several thousand. Brazilian 
troops landed here today and will 
add considerable striking power 
to the Brazilian Expeditionary 
Force already fighting on the 
— front, a Reuter’s report 
said.. 

The green-clad soldiers made 
the journey from Brazil to Italy 
without incident. The weather 
was calm all the way and no en- 
emy attacks were reported. 

The newly-arrived troops are 
under the command of Col. Mario 
Travese of Rio de Janeiro, 








were being given a daily food ra- 
tion amounting to 200 grams. 

Questioned concerning the opera- 
tion of the Psychological Warfare 
Branch in the Theater, General 
Clark said that members of the 
branch were working with the Army 
and had done a great job. He said 
that considerable employment had 
been made of propaganda leaflets. 
Similar techniques have been used 
by the Germans, he said. 

Introducing Maj. Gen. John Can- 
non, Commanding General of the 
12th Air Force, and Brig. Gen. Ben 
Chidlaw, Commanding General of 
the 22nd Tactical Air Force, Gen- 
eral Clark highly praised the 12th 
AAF for the tactical support it had 
given to the ground forces. 

General Cannon told the Con- 
gressmen that the Germans had 
a total of about 150 planes in op- 
eration in the Theater. 


Danish Job 


LONDON, Dec. 18—Odin’s Tower, 
in_Odense, Denmark, used by_ the 
Germans as an important radio 
transmitting and meteorological 
station, was destroyed by an explo- 
sion today, the Free Danish Press 
Service reported yesterday. The 
tower, built in 1935, was 160 meters 
high, the second highest in Europe. 
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There is snow across the mountains of the 5t 


WHITES ON ITALIAN FRONT 


ake 3 








h Army front, and now the winter patrols are 
donning their whites, the concealing and warm uniforms designed especially for this type of 
action. At left. a sergeant in charge of an infantry patrol goes over his maps with the boys. 
Right, a closeup of the patrol leader in the new uniform—grenades strapped to his shoulders. 
He is S-Sgt. Bruce Murdock of Salinas, Calif. 


(APS Photos by Graning) 





Postal Officer Says 
Mail Delay Possible 


ROME, Dec. 18—Col. A. G. La- 
gace, chief postal officer of the 
Mediterranean Theater, warned 
home folks several days ago that 
because of reduced transportation 
facilities there may be an increasing 
delay in mail deliveries from the 
U. S. to this theater. 

In a statement prepared at the 
request of the Chicago Sun, the 
colonel said: "The Post Office and 
War Department have repeatedly 
stated that only V-Mail can be 
guaranteed air passage overseas. 
Airmail and ordinary mail cannot 
be guaranteed passage overseas by 
air because of the tremendous 
weight and volume involved. 

"Beginning in September,” the 
colonel continued, "due to opera- 
tional necessities, inclement weather 
over the Atlantic and greatly re- 
duced air space available for mail, 
only a small percentage of regular 
airmail letters could be transported 
by air. 

"The remainder of the airmail 
was of necessity dispatched by the 
fastest surface convoys. But surface 
transportation is slow and of course 
subject to diversion in the Mediter- 
ranean. Letter mails which would 
take only eight to 12 days for de- 
livery by air were being delivered in 








three to four weeks, and in some 
cases, five weeks.” 








HOW TO RELAX--FRONT STYLE 


*3 





If you’re tenting tonight, take a tip from T-5 James R. Decker, a veteran of front-line living 
with the 5th Army, who dug his bunk and banked it with sand bags for better protection after 
enemy shells first raked his area. Others followed his example, and now can enjoy a period 


of relaxation in comparative safety. It’s warm, too, they say. 





(Army Pictorial Service Photo) 





804th Tank Destroyer Outfit - 
Proves Versatility In Combat 





employment. 


expansion of the old anti-tank 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 18—Early in November, the 
804th Tank Destroyer Battalion of the 5th Army fired its 100,000th 
round of ammunition in the Italian campaign. 

The total is still growing, and the resultant discomfiture to 
the enemy is continuing. Commanded by Lt. Col. Fred G. Rowell 
of Roswell, N. M., the unit has developed a versatility in combat 
that goes far beyond the original concept of tank destroyer 


Rugged Italian terrain and limited road nets forced an 


doctrine, "seek, strike, and de- 





quently dug its tank destroyers 
into protective positions to per- 
form field artillery missions such 
as firing in support of infantry, 
knocking out strong points, break- 
ing up counterattacks, and, in gen- 
eral, using its high-velocity, flat- 
trajectory, long range weapons to 
play havoc with the enemy. 


ENTERED ON GARIGLIANO 


The battalion entered combat in 
Italy on March. 8, when it took 
up a position along the Garigliano 
River. With only six weeks out of 
the line since that time, the organ- 
ization has rolled up an enviable 
fighting record. In the advance up 
the west coast of Italy, the bat- 
talion operated in an assigned sec- 
tor that included such vital ob- 
jectives as Mt. Nero, Quercianello, 
Castiglioncello, and, ultimately, Leg- 
horn. The 804th’s reconnaissance 
company entered Leghorn from the 
south a short time after Company 
"C”, supporting tanks and carrying 
infantry, entered it from the east. 

Currently fighting in the snow- 
covered Apennines, the 804th is con- 
tinuing to show its adaptability. On 
»ccasion, its weapons served as rov- 
ing guns, moving up to certain fir- 
ing points after dark and returning 
before dawn. In some positions, 
mules have been used to get am- 
munition to the tank destroyers. 

A battalion gunner with a flare 
for figures, recently made a hasty 
compilation of the weight of stuff 
thrown at the enemy by the 804th. 
On the b&sis of 100,000 rounds of 
ammunition, a round being con- 
sidered a projectile with its com- 
ponents of powder and case, this 
GI Einstein figured out that the 
battalion has delivered 1,287,000 
pounds of destructive fire. If you 
think of that in terms of 643'/: tons 
of coal nicely stored in your base- 
ment, you may have an idea of the 
accumulated lethal tonnage directed 
against the Germans. 


CAN’T TAKE SPs 


A prisoner of war, commenting 
upon the effect of the 804th’s guns 


# ion his fellow soldiers and himself, 


remarked, "We can stand anything 
but that SP (self-propelled) fire.” 
Now in its third year overseas, 


|i with its participation in the smash- 


ing of the Gustav and Hitler Lines 
proudly incorporated in its history, 
the 804th has, at one time or an- 
other, supported most of the Amer- 


=}ican divisions in the 5th Army. 


The organization was originally 
made up of personnel predomin- 


‘tantly from New Mexico. Now, how- 


ever, its roster includes men from 
most of the 48 states. 


Patriot Job 


STOCKHOLM, Dec. 18 (AP)— 
The Danish Press Service today re- 
ported that Danish patriots have 
blown up the transformator station 
at the German naval base of Boej- 
den on the island of Funen, where 
the Germans are reportedly experi- 
menting with a new ”"V” weapon. 
The new secret weapon was be- 
lieved to be a new type of radio- 





controlled high explosive torpedo. 


stroy.” The battalion has fre-+ 


First-Aid Planned 
For Italian Industry 


ROME, Dec. 18—Plans are under 
way for early first-aid toward the 
rehabilitation of industries essen- 
tial to the Italian economy, the 
Italian Government and the Allied 
Commission announced jointly yes- 
terday. 

Broad agreement has been 
reached on what priorities are to 
be given various parts of the pro- 
grams. First call will go to the ur- 
gent requirements of transporta- 
tion, electric power and agricul- 
ture, and in turn to the industries 
needed to rehabilitate and main- 
tain the primary three. 

The AC’s Economic Section, in- 
cluding the AC’s sub-commissions 
of transportation, agriculture, pub- 
lic works and utilities, industry and 
commerce, is working in coopera- 
tion with the Italian ministries 
concerned, c. ordinated through the 
recently established Committee for 
Reconstruction. 

The announcement added that 
the difficult shipping situation will 
probably limit the program of civil 

ehabilitation because supplies from 
abroad will have to wait their turp 


French Paper Says 
Spain Aiding Krauts 


LONDON, Dec. 18—French public 
opinion "is showing growing alarm 
at the help the besieged Nazi garri- 
sons on the Atlantic Coast are re- 
ceiving from Spanish ports,” the 
Paris correspondent of the London 
News Chronicle reported today. 

A heavily censored story in the 
Paris newspaper Combat, the cor- 
respondent wrote, had what was 
called an "eye witness account” of 
how, on the night of Dec. 4, a 
Spanish trawler manned by a spe- 
cial Falangist crew, loaded a sub- 
stantial relief cargo for the Ger- 








imans at Santurce, Spain. The cargo 


was said to have included food and 
medical supplies provided by the 
Spanish Army Medical Corps, mu- 
nitions from the Castillo barracks, 
and even petrol requisitioned by 
the Falangists. 

The cargo—loaded quickly during 
the night by, specially picked Fal- 
angist stevedores paid five times 
their normal wages—was destined 
for the German garrisons at La 
Rochelle, Leverdon and Preteceille, 





the correspondent said 
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GI SHOPTALK 


Plans are under study in the 
Marine Corps which, if adopted 
will provide for promotion of ap- 
roximately 3,000 second lieutenants! | 
first lieutenants, and will change 
the ratio of their officer comple- 
ment from 40 percent first lieuten- 
ants and 60 percent second lieuten- 
ants to 60 percent first lieutenants 
and 40 percent second lieutenants. 
—— 





! 





The -ARC celebrated Armistice 
Day in the Philippines by open- 
ing a service club in Tacloban, 
capital of Leyte. Named the 
Quezon Club in honor of the late 
President Quezon, it is open to 
Filipinos as well as Americans. 
Three thousand men attended on 
opening day Six additional clubs 
will be opened on Leyte soon, 
staffed by American girls 

—-OQ--- 

The War Department has con- 
tracted with ten concerns for from 
1.009 to 2,000 copies of the German 
robot bomb for experimenta! pur- 
poses 

— 

The value of golf as a curative 
agent for wounded combat per- 
sonnel and disabled vets has 
prompted the WPB to permit 
clubs to be manufactured to fill 
orders by the Army, Navy and 
Veterans’ Administration. Golf- 
ing has been called "extremely 
valuable” in speeding vets’ re- 
corery by the Surgeon General’s 
office 

oe 

After December 31, recruiting for 
the Wacs will continue, but on a 
reduced scale. By the end of the 
year the Army expects to have 
reached a goal of approximately 
95.090 to 100,000 Wacs. Beginning 
on Jan. 1, the enlistments will be 
for specialized skills. By using Wacs 
returned from overseas in states’ 
camvs where training will be cur- 
tailed, the need for extensive re- 
cruiting. savs the WD. has been 
obvieted 

A pian to salvage millions of 
Army camp library books and 
use them in starting rural pub- 
lic libraries ..has been proposed 
by Carl Vitz. president of the 
American Library Association. 
Vi‘ says the books. worth on 
the average of one dollar each, 
weuld tetch a few cents each if 
thrown on the second-hand book 
market. The surplus books, he 
asserts, would go a long way to- 
ward meeting the needs of the 
35,000,000 rural and small town 
Americans who have no local 
public libraries 

meseidalliaadan 

YMCA directors report "more 
than normal mobility’ among the 
recently discharged vets. "Appar- 
ently considerable numbers,” says 
the National Council Bulletin, "do 
not take up permanent residence 
in their home commufiities and are 
turning to the larger centers for 
jobs and excitement.” 





RADIO PROGRAM | 








AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:00—Great Music 
10:30—Encore—Command Performance 
11:50—Piano Time 
12:30—News 
1:30—Tony Pastor 
2:00—-BBC News 
2:30-—-Globe Theater 
5:00--Great Gildersleeve 
§ 0%—News—Melody Hour 
6:20-—-Fred Waring 
7:00—News 
7:30—Human Adventure 
9:00—Bob Hope 
16.00—Fibber McGee and Molly 
11:00—News from the States 


695 K 432 M 


> 
(Courtesy Chi. Trib-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 
* 





THIS 1S ODD... JUST 
BEFORE DUNKAN LEFT 
HE HANDED ME AN 
ENVELOPE ADDRESSED 
TO ‘MISS BURMA'! COULD 
IT BE A STORY ABOUT HER 
HE DECIDED TO KILL? 





FIGHTER BASE WHERE TERRY LEFT 
BURMA AND WILLOW BELINDA... 





BURMA! DID YOU HEAR Z 
—THAT BOMBER TERRY AND 
MR.DUNKAN WERE ON WAS 





WE HEARD THE MI6SUS HAS 
SLIPPED THE HALTER ON NOU 


WATCHMAN AT THE GLUE 
FACTORN. 


SINCE MSKINLEN’S TERM, 

WE'VE BOUGHT YOU THIS 

LUNCH PAIL TO MATCH NOUR. 
BIRDLIKE APPETITE / 




















FOR A PERFORMANCE AS NIGHT 


BEING STUCK THE FIRST TIME 


AND THIS WILL 
PROTECT YOUR 
GENSITING 
BEAK AGAINST 


=v IN HONOR OF YOUR } THE DISTINCTWE 


LILAC AROMA 


THAT ie 
HAUNTS BAH! I've 
GEEN MORE 


WHAT DID DUNKAN Do 
— INFLATE His EGO AND 
FLOAT TO EARTH F 


NO! HE MANNED 
THE WAIST GUNS 
WHEN THE CREWMAN 

WAS HIT! HE EVEN 

SHOT DOWN A JAP 

AIRPLANE ! 


ed 


Le 


By CANIFF 


THAT MEANS HE'LL BE SHIPPED our HR) 
OF THIS THEATRE OF WAR FOR TAKING ‘WM 





iF HE WAS DROWNING AND GRABBED 
gy THE PROVERBIAL STRAW...AW, NUTS ~ 
GIVE THE DEVIL HIS DUE...I‘M GLAD 
OLD TH 














IM MORE OR LESS 
CONVINCED, MYSELF, 
THAT THE SAILS 


SOW 
INTELLIGENCE 
TO NOTICE IT / 


‘T AINT Tv 
Tey 


SEZ: 
HE SEZ. IT! LIKE 
I'M GOIN’ AROUND 


MY TRAP 
WITH A PUNKIN — 
A HEA 


UH--MY 
i= S 


J 








By WILLARD 





THEY GENERALLY 
MAKES MURIELS~ 
OF BATTLEFIELDS 


° 
INDUSTRIES- 








GASOLINE ALLEY 


WELL, LADY 
PLUSHBOTTOM 








BUY SOME 
TURPENTINE AND 
CLEAN “THAT MESS 
OFF THE WALL. 











eee. 





(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 








THIS IS THE FI2ST 
TIME I'VE WANDEREQ 
IN, 1 DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT 1 WAS MISSIN’ 








11:30—Sien Off 








BLONDIE 


MINE DON'T. NO 
SUCH LUCK. SUT 
VE BEEN ON 
THIS SIDE OF IT 


YOU START 
FISHING FOR 




















. By CHIC YOUNG 
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} DAGWOOD, YOUVE BEEN] Fixe’, (IM TRYING TO GET USED 
SITTING THERE A HALF-] 








<°)}ME SUCH A FRIGHT, WHEN 


TO IT, SO IT WONT GIVE 
1 SEE YOU WITH [TON 
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»Madison Square Garden. But out- 


Tuesday, December 19, 1944 


THE STARS AND STRIPES 


Page 7 





————_ 


Allied Ring| 
- Roundup 




















By Set. JACK FOISIE 

Staff Correspondent 
of the 70 tournament bouts, eight 
ended with one fighter flattened, 
while five others were TKOs. Only 


man to score two Knockouts was 
Cpl. Melvin Pullen, the 92nd In- 
fantry Division reconnaissance 
trooper. Was pro- 


duced by a 109-pounder, Driver Joe 
Gallagher, the Britisher — 


There were 
champs and two of them repeated— 
Marcel Cerdan in 
and Rene Pons in 
Sapper Tommy M 
eut by Hiness, 
lost a close one 
Koudri. 
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ski of Elizabeth, N. J., as coach. 
Cisneros also was often th the 5th’s 
corner. The co-winners from North 
Africa were managed by Aspirant 
Gilbert Benaim with Sgt. Andre 
Regis as coach. 

—9——— 

Pvt. Manuel ”Poncho” Flores of 
the 9ist Infantry and Los Angeles, 
was bya good grunt the 
battler. He is also a wearer the 
Purple Heart. 


a, 


Oldest fighter was the pro feather, 
L-Cpl. James Conno of- the 
8th Army. He has seen 35 summers. 

—o——_ 


Frem_ the international aspect, 
ten Americans were crowned cham- 
pions, six of them Negros. Five 
French were winners, all of them 
professionals -and three of them 
Arabs. There were twe British 
titlists. 

—_o———_ 

It was just like Madison Square 
Garden on the final night, with 
the Blue Network, Radio Rome, the 
AES and the British Army station 
all doing ringside broadcasts. The 
newsreels were grinding and the 
flashbulbs were popping and Milton 
Bracker of the New York Times had 
his Tee going. In addition 
to which there was the tobacco- 
smoked atmosphere—yes, just like 


side were the streets of Rome, and 
Rome is far from home. 
Qe 
The most popular referee was a 
Negro Air Force lieutenant, Lt. 
Jimmy Freeman of New York City. 
While the one who had the hardest 
workout was Cpl. Chef Lemmo of 
the French Army, who practically 
became part of the wrassle between 
Poncho Flores and the RAF’s Tom- 
my McGovern when he tried to 
break up the clinches. 
——— 


The reason behind the 5th Army’s 


Pvt. Ezzard Charles’s disappointing | p} 


but nevertheless title-taking per- 
formance is this: Charles is a well- 
rated pro heavyweight, probably in 
a class by himself when it came 
to this tourney. So he took it easy, 
not ae he other guy and not 

kidney trouble which 
has been bothering him since he 
to driving a truck for the 
army. Like the smart pro that he 


is he just did enough to win, but it | bo 


was a poor show for the audience. 


Georgia Tech Prepares 
For Orange Bow! Game 


ATLANTA, Ga., Dec. 18 (ANS) 
~-Georgia Tech had a rough scrim- 
mage session yesterday in prepara- 
tion for its New Year’s Day Orange 
Bowl game with Tulsa ~t Miami. 
Coach Bill Alexander wi!l put his 
Squad through a long punting, pass- 
ing and signal drill today and plans 
another tough body contact ses- 
Sion for tomorrow. “‘ 

Allen (Dinkey) Bowen, ‘Tech's 
ace running back, sat out the scrim- 
mage with a leg injury and prob- 
ably won’t have any rough work 
before the game. 





Boxer Suspended 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 18 (ANS) 
—The California Athletic Commis- 
Sion has suspended The Cocoa Kid, 
a New Haven, Conn., middleweight, 
for six months on the charge that 
The Kid took a dive. The Cocoa 
Kid's fight with Billy Smith of 
Oakland in the Civic Auditorium 
here November 24 ended in the 
third round and was declared no 
contest after The Kid allegedly 
Went into the tank and his purse 


hest | | 
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AN ALL-ROUND MAN 


Bob Dille, captain and All-America forward of 

University’s high-scoring basketball team, acts as assistant 

coach, as well as cramming family duties, studies and a 
full-time war plant job into a 24-hour day. 
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Valparaiso 





Big Ten’s Postseason Ban 


Tough On Member Schools 


By Army News Service 
CLEVELAND, Ohio, Dec. 18—The Western Conferefice’s re- 
fusal to allow its member schools to participate in postseason 
athletics is working to the disadvantage of the Big Ten schools, 
declares Ernie Godfrey, assistant football coach at Ohio State 
University who feels that the southern schools take advantage 
of the big state receipts realized from the bowl games to "pro- 





Canadiens Increase 
First Place Margin 


MONTREAL, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
The Canadiens scored four goals 
in the second period and continued 
on to gain,an 8-5 verdict over the 
Boston Bruins in a National Hoc- 
key League game here last night 
and strengthen their grip on first 

ace. 


The Canucks’ Toe Blake, with 
two goals and two assists, was high 
man for the night while Maurice 
Richard was right behind him with 
two goals and one assist. 


At Toronto, the Detroit Redwings 
and the Maple Leafs played to a 
1-1 tie in a game enlivened by fist 
fights on the ice and in the penalty 


x. 

Murray Armstrong of Detroit and 
Bob Davidson of the Leafs were 
both in the penalty box for fighting 
when they started swapping 
punches again and the police had 
to intervene. Both received match 


penalties. 

HOCKEY STANDINGS 

> w. L. . oe 
Montreal 12 4 2 26 
Toronto 10 6 2 22 
Detroit 8 4 3 21 
Boston 7 10 1 15 
New York 2 8 4 g 
Chicago 2 10 2 6 


Happy Issue’s Stretch Run 
Wins 7,500-Dollar ‘Cap 


INGLEWOOD, Calif., Dec. 18 
(ANS)—Happy Issue, stretch-run- 
ning filly obtained for 3,500 dol- 
lars in a claiming race by C. H. 
Pinon, won the fifth running of the 
7,500-dollar Gold Cup in the new 
track record time of 2:01.3 for the 
mile and a quarter here yesterday. 
Paperboy, backed down to 9 to 5 
by the 37,000 players present, fin- 
ished fourth behind Bull Reigh and 
Okana. 

Happy Issue, whipped home by 
jockey y oodhouse, 

12.50, 6.30 and 4.20 while Bull Reigh 
returned 10.90 and 6.70. Okana paid 








was forfeited. 


4.80 for show. 


+fessionalize” college football. 


dj basketbali coach and assistant grid 





Godfrey told the Ohio State 
Alumni Club that this "is one of 
the hardest things we have to 
fight when attempting to influence 
Ohio schoolboys to enter college 
in their home state.” 

Godfrey was the only speaker on 
the pane to refer to the action 
of the Big Ten faculty members 
who met recently and squashed the 
undefeated and untied Buckeyes’ 
bowl hopes by upholding the con- 
ference ban on postseason com- 
petition. 

Carroll Widdoes, Buckeyes’ head 
coach, modes gave credit for 
Ohio State’s great season to his 
predecessor, Lt. (jg) Paul Brown, 
coach of the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center team. 

"I was just a rookie who had 
been hanging on Paul Brown’s 
coattails a good many years,” Wid- 
does said. "We should give him 
credit for quite a bit of the success.” 





j 


NEW YORK, Dec. 18 (ANS)—j 
Football attendance in the U. S. 
during the past collegiate season 
tcok a huge jump over the figures 
for the 1943. season even when a!- 
lowances were made for the num- 
ber of schools returning to the 
eridiron after abandoning the game 
on account of wartime stringencies. 

The total attendance at 33 home 
games played by 67 colleges cov- 
ered in the annual Associated Press 
poll showed’ more than 1,500,000 
more people than saw 273 games 
played by 57 schools last year. This 
year’s total was 5 554,999 compared 
to 4,010,722 in 1943: 

Despite the large number of 
Southern schools playing collegiate 
football this year, the South showed 
a two-point decrease in attendance. 


Fesler Sens As Coach 
Of Princefon Basketball 


PRINCETON, N. J., Dec. 18 
(ANS)—Wesiey Fesler, All-Ameri- 
ca end at Ohio State in 1929-30, 
signed yesterday to become head 
basketball coach at Princeton Uni- 
versity starting Feb. 1. He will also 
serve as assistant baseball and 
football coach. 

From 1933-41, Fesler was head 


mentor at Harvard and since then 
has been head football coach at 
Wesleyan, 





Green Bay Packers pro football 
championship game had not been 
received at press time. Full details 
of the game will be carried in to- 
morrow’s paper. 


Basketball Scores 





‘Cops Seize Famous 
Agua Caliente Track 


TIA JUANA, Mexico, Dec. 18 
(ANS)—Local police officials, act- 
ing on orders of the Supreme 
Court of Mexico, yesterday seized 
Agua Caliente racetrack in the 
name of the Arguella estate which 
has battled for possession of the 
famous strip for 12 years. Police 
chief J Aguilar Robles said 
his agents took over the park and 
bull ring, and at the same time 
ordered Eddie Nellis, track opera- 
tor, to vacate immediately. 











Son Discourages 
Landis Memorial 


WICHITA, Kan., Dec. 18 (ANS) 
—Col. Reed Gresham Landis, son 
of the late Judge Kenesaw Moun- 
tain Landis, has asked that the 
funds raised for a memorial to 
his father be diverted to the de- 
velopment of baseball among the 
boys of America. 

The request was contained in a 
letter to executives of the National 
Baseball Congress, who recently 
announced plans to establish a fit- 
ting memorial of the late high com- 
missioner at Cooperstown, N. Y., 
the site of baseball's Hall of 
Fame. 

Speaking for the Landis family, 
the colonel repeated his father’s 
request that no tributes be erected. 

"He forcefully and frequently 
made clear to all close to him his 
wish that no memorial offering be 
made after his death,” the colonel 
said. "May I suggest that it would 
have pleased him far more to have 
these funds and energy of the Con- 
gress devoted to the development 
of baseball among the boys of our 
nation.” 

Ray Dumont, president of the! 
national unit, said that in view of 
the Landis family’s request, he 
planned to propose _ instruction 
programs by means of the radio 
and free distribution of booklets 
that the youth of the country may 
know the national pastime and ac- 
quire an affection for it along the 
lines cherished by the late high 
commissioner. 


Johnson Denies Giving 
Menichelli U. $. Build-Up 


NEWARK, N. J., Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Fernando Menichelli, Jimmy John- 
son's latest imported heavyweight, 
suffered a pulled tendon in train- 
ing and had to postpone his sched- 
uled fight next Monday night at 
Laurel Gardens. 

Johnson indignantly denies any 
suggestion that he is giving Meni- 
chelli that everlovin’ build-ug in 
the U.S. and hastens to poin@ out 
tiaat it is only coincidence that 
Menichelli was matched to fight 
Laurient Bouchard of Montreal. 

Menichelli defeated Bouchard in 
his American debut a few weeks 
ago. It is probably another coinci- 
dence that Johnny White, who 
struggled Menichelli to a draw in 
the latter’s second American fight, 
has been signed to _ substitute 
against the ferocious Canuk. 


Football Notice 


Due to atmospheric conditions 
the score of the New York Giants- 








Razorbacks Lather 
City College, 59-47: 
St. Francis Trounced 


NEW YORK, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Arkansas’ University defeated 
CCNY, 59-47, here Saturday night 
with George Kok, six foot, ten inch 
Razorback center throwing in ten 
field goals and five foul shots for 
25 points in she nightcap of a 
basketball doubleheader at Madison 
Square Garden. Muhlenberg of 
Allentown, Pa., trounced St. Francis 
of Brooklyn, 56-18, in the opener. 

The Southwestern Conference 
quintet was deadly from the foul 
line, sinking 13 out of 14 attempts, 
Harold Korovin, who played op- 
vosite Kok, was high man for the 
losers with 17 points. 








MADISON, Wis., Dec. 18 (ANS) 
—Notre Dame's basketball team 
made it four straight Saturday 
night by walloping Wisconsin, 57-46. 
Center Vince Boryla again paced 
the Irish hoopsters with 18 points 
while forward Johnny Dee and 
guard Billy Hasset each hit 16. 





CHICAGO, Dec. 18 ANS)—Center 
Max Morris scored 19 points Satur- 
day night to lead Northwestern to 
a 58-44 victory over Marquette at 
the Chicago Stadium. The eagle- 
eyed Wildcats had to turn in a great 
defensive game in the second half 
to thwart the Milwaukee cagers 
and it was not until the closing 
minutes of the game that North- 
western was able to pull away. 





PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 18 (ANS) 
—Temple staved off a last-minute 
attack by the Oklahoma Aggies 
Saturday night to win the feature 
of a Convention Hall basketball 
doubleheader, 46-44. Darthmouth 
beat Pennsylvania, 50-35, in the 
opening game. The Owls would 
have made a rout of their game 
with the Aggies had it not been for 
Bob (Foothills) Kurland, seven foot 
tall Aggie center who scored 20 
points. Budd led the winners with 
13. 


Kerr Readies Squad 
For East-West Til’ 


EVANSTON, Ill., Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
Andy Kerr, head football coach at 
Colgate University, has announced 
the squad which will represent the 
East in the annual Shrine football 
game against the West at San 
Francisco on New Year’s Day. 


A squad of 24 men, 19 of whom 
are from the Midwest, assembled at 
Northwestern University yesterday 
and leave tonight for the coast, 
where pre-game workouts will be 
held. George Hauser of Minnesota 
and Bernie Bierman, former Min- 
nesota coach, will assist Kerr in 
handling the team. 

The squad: Ends — Harrison, 
South Carolina; Marcotte, Minne- 
sota; Mead, Wisconsin; Brogger, 
Michigan State. Tackles — Sikich. 
Minnesota; Hughes, Purdue; Savit- 
sky, Pennsylvania; Pdorski, La- 
Fayette. Guards—Serpico, Illinois; 
Hackett, Ohio State; Ciolli, Indi- 
ana; Ranni, Pittsburgh. Centers— 
Bujan, Mlinois; Syzmanski, Notre 
Dame. Backs — Dancewicz, Notre 
Dame; Cannady, Indiana; Walt- 
hall, W. Virginia; Kelly, Notre 
Dame: Brugge, Ohio State; Girard, 
Wisconsin; Flanagan, Ohio State; 
Kulbitski, Minnesota; Breslin, 
Michigan State, and Horvath, Ohio 
State. 














Akron 82, Muskingum 56 

Akron 64, Wesleyan 37. 

Arkansas 59, CCNY 47. 

Bainb’ge Naval 50, N’folk Air Base 45.) 
Raldwin-Wallace 42, Rochester 38 
Bowling Green 57, Ohio University 45. | 
Brooklyn College 64, Fordham 34 
Bunker Hil) Naval 50, Kellogg Field 29, 
Cape Girardeau 45, Blytheville AAF 38) 
Central Michigan 61, Alma 49 
Cincinnati 66, Wilmington 21. 
Concordia 44, Dana 30. 

Cornell 50, Columbia 35. 

Cornell Midshipmen 48, Ithaca 38. 
Colgate 78, Union 45. 

Denver 42, Peru Teachers 37. 
Dartmouth 50, Pennsy!vania 35. 
Depauw 78, Earlham 22 

Detroit 55. Western Ontario 26 
Drury 53. Warrensburgb Teachers 36 
Dubuque 33, Cornell College 31. 
Geneva 76, St. Joseph's 59 
Great Lakes 46, Minnesota 42. 
Gustavus Adolphus 52, S. D’kota S. 30.: 
Dlinois Tech 56, Camp McCoy 39. 
Iowa 6® Nebraska 45. 
Kentucky 61, Indiana 43. 

Loras 57, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 45 








Marshall 52, Bucknell 49 

Marshall 44, Scranton 42. 

Mitchel) Field 52, Morehead Tchrs. 47 
Muhlenberg 56, St. Francis 18 
Murray Teachers 76, Arkansas St. 21 
New Mexico 55, New Mexico Aggies 27. 


|N. Dakota 48, Moorehead Tchrs. 37. 


North Carolina 67, Catawba 35 
Notre Dame 57,. Wisconsin 46. 
Northwestern 58, Marquette 44. 
Olathe Air Field 57. Missouri Valley 39 
Pepperdine 53, Colorado College 35. 
Princeton 73, Fordham 51 

Rice 40, McCloskey Hospital 25. 

St. Lawrence 45, Hobart 26. 
Stevens 32, Drew 3 

Temple 46, Oklahoma Aggies #4. 
Texas Christian 45. Texas Tech 28 
Texas Tech 41, Texas Christian 36. 
Utah 44, Canisius 31. 

Valparaiso 61, Loras 41. 

Virginia Military 42, Lynchburg 10. 


: | Ward Is. Navy 47, Texas Aggies 42. 


Wayne 53. Albion 33. 

Westminster 45. Carnegie Tech 36. 
West Virginia 39, Penn State 34. 
Worcester Poly 51, Connecticut 49 
Yale 52, Brown 4. 
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RAF Headquarters, 
Prison In Capital 
Attacked By ELAS 


ATHENS, Dec. 18 (UP)—Strong 
forces of ELAS, Greek guerrilla 
army, today attacked the locai 
headquarters of the Royal Air Force 
and the prison for political offend- 
ers in northeastern Athens. At the 
same time, British troops launched 
an attack and succeeded in clearing 
the road leading from southern 
Athens to Failrou and the port of 
Piraeus. 

The British were said to have 
received no reply to Lt. Gen. Ronald 
M. Scobie’s answer to the ELAS 
peace terms. General Scobie had 
told the guerrillas that there would 
be no armistice until all guerrillas 
had laid down their arms and with- 
drawn from the Athens area. 

General Scobie’s headquarters an- 
nounced that ELAS forces "in 
strength” attacked the Averow 
prison, where John Rallis, collabor- 
ationist Greek Prime Minister dur- 
ing the German occupation, and 
several members of the quisling 
cabinet, are being held in "protec- 
tive custody.” 

The ELAS guerrillas marched on 
the prison, shouting that they 
wanted to cut Rallis’ throat. The 
building is being defended by Brit- 
ish troops as well as Greek regulars 
and gendarmes. So far, there nave 
been no reports as to the outcome 
of the battle. 

Simultaneously, 600 ELAS sol- 
diers, supported by 75 mm. guns and 
mortars, struck at a group of RAF 
buildings in the British compound 
in Athens, but the RAF regiment 
and other British forces are still 
holding out. 


More U. 5. Bombers 
Blast German Cities 


LONDON, Dec, 18 (AP)—More 
than 1,000 bombers and fighters 
raced from Britain to the flaming 
ist Army battlefront today, smash- 
ing three German railroads supply- 
ing Field Marshal Gerd von Rund- 
stedt’s powerful counteroffensive. 

Five hundred American B-17s 
dumped 2,000 tons of bombs on 
Cologne, Coblenz and Mainz, despite 
solid clouds which blanketed the 
skies. The clouds did not hamper 
bombing—crews were guided to tar- 
gets by 
robbed the fighter escort of 600 
Mustangs of a chance to mix it up 
with German fighters. 

The raids followed an attack by 
more than 500 RAF warplanes 
against Duisberg, Ulm and Munich. 

Duisberg, a Rhineland city, «is 
only 25 miles behind German front 
lines facing British and Canadian 
forces on the western front. It is 
an important funnel for German 
ordnance moving toward the lines. 

The attack on Ulm last night was 
the first major air assault on this 
German industrial and rail city on 
the Danube, between Stuttgart and 
Munich. The rail yards at Ulm, 
which have been playing a major 
part in supplying German armies, 
have a transport capacity of more 
than 2,000 freight cars a day. 

Photographs taken during yester- 
day’s bombing of the Stuttgart- 
Kornwesthein rail center by 8th 
AAF Flying Fortresses show the 
marshalling yards and locomotive 
repair depots were well hit, it was 
Officially announced. 

Observation of the daylight RAF 
operations was hampered by clouds, 
but sticks of bombs were said to be 
well concentrated during missions 
over Siegen. Lightnings of the 9th 
AAF escorted the Lancasters. 

More air activity was directed 
against southern England yesterday. 
Coastal batteries went into action 
against carrier-borne flying bombs, 
and a number were shot down into 
the sea. Damage and casualties 
were reported. 





radio beams—but they]: - 





Infantry’s Lot impresses 
Congress Group On Tour 


(Continued from pagé 1) 





phasized that they had received 
no complaints concerning treat- 
ment or conditions. The Committee 
members said that the GIs were in- 
terested in getting home, but only 
when the war job was finished, 
that they wanted to know about 
postwar job possibilities, and, above 
all, wanted the representatives, to 
assure the home folks that things 
were "all right.” 

The Congressmen, eoncerned as 
they were about the lack of in- 
formation about the Italian Thea- 
ter on the home front, expressed 
interest also in assuring the GI 
news from home. The job being 
done by service newspapers and 
Public Relations offices in the thea- 
ter was praised, but the suggestion 
was advanced that United States 
papers be allowed to publish over- 
seas editions in the war theaters. 

Twelve of the 16 representatives 
who toured the theater participated 
in the discussion. Excerpts from 
their remarks follow: 


HAD HEARD LITTLE 

Rep. John M. Costello (D., Calif.), 
Acting Committee Chairman: "I 
knew that Salerno and Italy were 
tough but have heard little of the 
Italian Theater at home .. .I don’t 
think the youngsters are getting 
credit for the type of fighting they 


are doing .. . The war won't end/|in 


in a month or so and there won’t 
be a shortage of ammunition .. .I 
hope the Committee can go to the 
Pacific Theater next year.” 

Rep. J. Parnell Thomas (R., N. J.), 
ranking minority member: "For 
some unknown reason, our news- 
papers back home are just carrying 
favorable war news ... We got the 
impression back home that the war 
would be over by Christmas ...A 
tough struggle lies ahead in France 
and Italy ... The terrain in Italy 
is as hard as any in the world. 
The job the boys are doing here is 
tremendous. We want to relieve 
the boys here .. . If the General 
Staff will send over new divisions, 
it will do much for morale.” 

Rep. Overton Brooks (D., La.): 
"IT believe the news is being sent 
home but simple words cannot por- 
tray the problems . . . Troops from 
all nations are working side by side 
and it gives Hitler no comfort to 
know that. 

"The front here is mud, mud, 
mud .'. . People should give more 
thought to the rotation of battle 
weary troops ...I would like to 
see the high command send more 
troops here to permit it (rotation) 
. In the minds of the GIs is 
what people are thinking of them 
back home, and whether they are 
getting the news .. . Congress 
should take some immediate action 
to guarantee to the boys who are 
doing the fighting a return to the 
United States when the war is 
over. 

“Some kind of a Selective Service 


- 
-—— 
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might meet eventually at Banska 
Bystrica, capital of the Free Czech 
movement in Slovakia. and there 
reform the ranks of the Free Czech 
Army which is now held at bay by 
the Germans in the low Tatra and 
Slovak ore mountains northeast of 
Banska Bystrica. 

The continued pounding of Libau, 
Lithuanian Baltic port, together 
with frenzied attacks on German 
communications in East Prussia, 
are seen in Moscow as the fore- 
runner of new actions. The snow 
is now freezing, and the land is 
turning favorable for tank move- 
ments. 

The presence of a large number 
of German transports in Libau gave 
rise to the question: Are the Ger- 
mans at last being forced out of 
this corner of the Soviet Union 
where they have been hanging on 
so tenaciously at the greatest cost. 





Act to ensure an adequate number 
of occupation troops should be 
passed. It should include a plan to 
bring men home from Europe when 
the war is finished there except in 
the cases of 5 troops or 
air forces who will be needed in the 
Pacific.” 


* MORALE FACTOR 


Rep. John J. Sparkman (D., Ala.) : 
"Particularly impressed with two 
things—the fine morale shown by 
the men and the initiative, tenacity 
and courage of the forces engaged 
in moving and getting supplies to 
the front ... Out of the perform- 
ance of the doughboy in Sicily and 
Italy came the Combat Infantry- 
man’s Badge. We found out later 
that to give combat pay to the 
medics might endanger the pro- 
tection afforded them by the Gen- 
eva Convention.” 

Rep. Paul J. Kilday (D., Texas): 
"Impressed with the difference be- 
tween the fast-moving mechanized 
war in France and the old kind of 
campaign here in which the men 
are working with about only that 
which they can carry ...I have 
tremendous confidence in our lead- 
ership . . . We must rewrite the 
National Defense Act. A campaign 
already is underway at home to 
abolish compulsory military train- 

g ” 


Rep. William A. Winstead (D., 
Miss.): "Thought a great job was 
being done when I left home, I am 
now sure of it. Too much praise 
cannot be given the doughboy.” 

Rep. Paul Shafer (R., Mich., 
newspaper publisher): "Glad to 
hear the majority and minority 
leaders say we should be given more 
of the news at home ... If you 
write the stories, we will print them 
. .. The most outstanding thing in 
my mind was the morale. I did 
not see a salute to General Clark 
that was not accompanied by a 
smile.” 

Rep. Charles H. Elston (R., Ohio): 
"Not only are the folks back home 
not getting the news, but the boys 
over here are not getting the news 
from home. Something should be 
done. I don’t believe the fault lies 
with the men who write the stories 
over there or over here. Someone 
along the line draws a heavy blue 
pencil.- Some of the newspapers in 
the States should be allowed to 
publish editions over here. It would 
aid morale. 


ADDS PRAISE 

Rep. Forest A. Harness (R., Ind.): 
"I add my praises for the Army. 
Glad to hear recognition for the 
doughboys . . . Have been battling 
for more foot soldiers ... be- 
lieve foot soldiers should be given 
same pay as Air Corps men ... We 
want recognize personnel of the 
Medical Department ... Whether 
by medal or pay will have to be 
worked out by the War Department 
. . . The War Department should 
watch the Demobi tion Plan. If 
it doesn’t work out, the Committee 
et do something about speeding 

up.” 

Rep. Clare Boothe Luce (R., 
Conn.) "The 5th Army is one of the 
greatest armies of history and this 
campaign is one of the greatest in 
history . . . The story of the big 
men with wet feet—the infantrymen 
—is that so few who have done so 
much for so many ...I had no idea 
of the great number of infantry 
casualties . . . Don’t think the story 
of Wacs, nurses has been told .. . 
They are doing the job of a soldier 
. . » Questions the GIs ask us: Do 
we go to the Pacific? How soon 
do we go home? Will jobs be wait- 
ing for us?” 

Rep. Joseph Farrington . (R., 
Hawaii): "It was to the 5th Army 
that the first Hawaiian troops were 
sent. A great number were Ameri- 
can citizens of Japanese ancestry. 
They were fighting the Germans 
and fighting to prove that they are 
American citizens . . . In Hawaii 








Peculiar Items Prove 
Treasury Headache 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS) 
—The Government would like to 
know what to do with a lot of 
horsedrawn ambulances of World 
War I vintage, and if you have 
any more ideas maybe can 
suggest some use for World War I 
water wagons. Then there’s a 
batch of aprons made for carrying 
hand grenades. Could they be 
used as clothes aprons or as a 
garden tool carrier? 

Send your suggestions to the 
Treasury’s Surplus erty Of- 
fice. Virgil J. Rader of the New 
York office cited these "peculiar 
items” in exp to a _sub- 
committee of the Senate Small 
Business Committee that some- 
times it’s necessary to go out of 
"normal trade channels” to dis- 
pose of surplus goods. 


15th AF Knocks Out 
48 German Planes 


—_—_ 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
18—Taking their heaviest toll of 
enemy fighters since Aug. 22, 15th 
AAF gunners and fighter pilots shot 
down 48 German interceptors yes- 
terday on missions over Germany 
and Austria. 

Liberators and Flying Fortresses 
encountered more than 100 enemy 
aircraft enroute to their targets, 
with the biggest aerial clash taking 
place north of Brno, Czechoslovakia. 

Bomber gunners accounted for 
26. German planes, while fighter 
pilots bagged 22 more. Five others 
were listed as préBable and seven 
more as definitely damaged. 

It was the first time in more than 
a month that the 15th AAF has 
run into any sizeable aerial oppo- 
sition. Oh Nov. 6, the 15th Fighter 
Command encountered 40 to 45 en- 
emy aircraft and destroyed four. On 
Aug. 22, about 150 enemy inter- 
ceptors were encountered and 57 
were shot down. 

In these oprations, 29 Allied air- 
craft, including 21 heavy bombers, 
were reported missing from approxi- 
mately 1,900 sorties flown by MAAF 
yesterday. 

The top-scoring fighter group of 
the Command led the escort in 
victories without léss to itself. One 
Mustang group shot down 11 of 
the enemy. Six other victories went 
to another Mustang group, while 
the Lightnings accoun for five. 

Top scorer of the’ day was Capt. 
Robert A. Karr of Fonda, Iowa, 
leader of a Mustang squadron. He 
scored three victories in rapid suc- 
cession to run his total to six. 

Escorted Liberators and Fort- 
1esses of the 15th AAF returned to 
Silesia today to attack synthetic 
oil refineries for the *second day 
running. 


Crowd In London Holds 
‘Hands Off Greece’ Rally 


LONDON, Dec. 18 (Reuter)—A 
crowd of several thousand demon- 
strators gathered in Trafalagar 
Square yesterday for a "Hands off 
Greece” rally, organized by the Fire 
Brigades Union and addressed by 
prominent members of the Labor. 
Commonwealth and Communist 
parties of Great Britain. 

Banners were carried with such 
slogans as "No British Protection 
for Greek Fascists,” "Let the Greeks 
choose,” ’Churchill says EAM rebels, 
but we say heroes.” 











Marine Stars 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (ANS)— 
The Senate confirmed today pro- 
motions of three Marine Corps offi- 
cers to the temporary rank of brig- 





the feeling is that the big job is 
in the Pacific and that this is pan 
a preliminary.” 


adier general. They are John T. 
Walker, Merwin H. Silverthorn and 
Maurice C. Gregory. 
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—| Nazis - Fling Major. 


Offensive Against 
American {st Army 


(Continued from page 1) 
port the German counteroffensive. 
The enemy flew approximately 459 
sorties in the biggest effort since 
the Allied invasion of the continent, 

The attack showed evidence of 
long preparation. Parachutists 
dro on key Ee as Germans 
filled the night skies. 

The German High Command also 
dropped parachutists behind the 9th 
Army lines, apparently as a diver. 
sion for the atéack on the Ist Army, 
German chutists were quickly mop- 
ped up, and by nightfall yesterday 
the area behind the 9th Army lines 
was cleared.~ 

SHAEF reported that, while the 
German drive represents a major 
effort which is not to be under- 
estimated, there is no reason for 
alarm or anxiety. 


ALL ALONG FRONT 

Germans were reported to have 
infiltrated during the night all 
along the ist Army front. Many 
were captured by Americans. Para- 
chutists were dropped in the II 
Corps area, wary in groups of 
from four to eight, charged with 
special missions behind the Ameri- 
can lines. 

Infantry: penetrations were aided 
pe Lanter Bivig oad mesons, 
Y parachut: ped at key po- 
sitions and by tanks. The cost in 
men and material to the Germans 
has not yet been revealed, but the 
best information says that some 
German columns have been blunted, 

American fighter bombers over 
the southern sector of the Ist Army 
front yesterday blasted with rockets, 
bombs and machine-gun fire the 
greatest concentration of German 
armor and troops since St. Lo. 

Outnumbering German fighters 
as much as ten to one, hundreds of 
Thunderbolts and Lightnings, as- 
sisted by RAF fighters, fell upon the 
enemy divisions attacking along the 
60-mile front. Fighter bombers 
pounced on as many as 300 to 400 
armored vehicles. 


SHOOTING ’*EM DOWN 


"The German air force is defi- 
nitely coming out and we are shoot- 
ing them down every chance we get, 
but fundamentally we are out there 
to beat up the German Army,” said 
a staff spokesman at the 9th Tac- 
tical Air Force. Another officer said 
that pilots were "going down on the 
deck” to hit targets. 

In the 7th Army area, U. S. troops 
likewise found progress difficult, but 
scored limited gains south of Bitche, 
lying south of the 3rd Army sector. 
The 79th Division, however, occu- 
pied Berg against moderate resis- 
tance. f 

It was learned that at least five 
armored infantry divisions, plus a 
large number of “battle battalions,” 
faced the 7th Army on a 35-mile 
front. In the Alsace plain and in the 
Vosges, German counterattacks 
gained fresh ground, driving the 
French from Mittelwihr and Dibol- 
sheim. The Germans also recap- 
tured Honneck Peak, recently occu- 
pied by the French. 


U. $. And Britain Begin 
Conferences On Policy 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (UP)— 
Staff experts and the recently ar- 
rived British Minister Richard K. 
Law and Secretary of State Edward 
R. Stettinius, Jr., yw A began the 
first of a es of Anglo-American 
discussions in search of a formula 
for creating greater political stabil- 
ity in liberated Europe. 

Law and Stettinius are expected 
to meet soon for personal talks on 
the many problems which have 
placed a new strain on British and 
United States relations during the 
past two*weeks, and probably Lord 
Halifax, British Ambassador also 
will participate. 

Law’s ion officially revolves 
around the means of getting more 
food, fuel, clothing and medicine to 
the liberated nations but will have 
political significance if only because 
of the close relation hunger, eo 
and disease have had to politica 
disorders in Italy, Greece and Bel- 
gium, but the meetings most likely 
will cover the full range of Anglo- 
American cooperation in Europe. 


Romance, Etc. 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 18—Today a 
love report: Georgia Davis at 
comedian Richard ”"Red” Skeltot 
are engaged, the young actress ne 
yesterday, but they won’t be ma i. 
ried before he is-discharged {rol 


ht at the home of Ed (Archie) 
aoe, star of Duffy’s Tavern 











radio show. 









